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ADVERTISEMENT. 


— 


THE following HISToRTICAL 
Discou RsE on the LIFE of Gu- 
sr Avus, wrote by the celebrated 
Mr. BAYLE, is poſthumous, and 


was firſt publiſhed in Engliſh above 4 
twenty years ago, in the ſecond edi- 9 
tion of his hiſtorical and critical # 
Dictionary. It was compoſed be- 
fore the year fixteen hundred and g 

eighty- eight, as he mentions Frede- 1 
ric William, ele&or of Branden- 


burg ſtill. alive, who died that 
ſame year, The work conſiſts of 


vd rr 


[0] 


two parts. — The firſt is an elegant 
narration of the wars of Gus r Avus 


with his couſin SIGISMUND, king 
of Poland, until the treaty conclud- 


ed with that monarch in the year 
fixteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
ſome time before Gus Avus enter- 
ed Germany at the deſire of the 


. | 2 — „ f 5 
proteſtant princes there to free 


them from the tytanny and oppreſ- 
ſion of FERDINAND II. who was 
wholly governed by Spaniſh coun- 


ſels. — The ſecond is a ſhort hi- 


ſtory of the origin of the houſe of 
Auſtrig, and«of the various fates 
it hath undergone ; and contains 


the characters of the emperors of 


that houſe from CHART ESV. down 


r bY r 


[ + 


| entirely from the prudent and mo- 
derate maxims of his predeceſſors, 


the proteſtan ts through all his do- 


jeſuits and the court of Madrid. 
This ſenſeleſs and impolitic con- 
duct of his gave riſe to all the ter- 
rible devaſtations that waſted Bo- 
hemia and Germany at that time, 
and which, at laſt, well nigh end- 


houſe. The author's account ef the 
tranſactions of the catholics and pro- 


tremely intereſting, and is certain- 
ly the moſt curious and accurate one 


to FERDINAND II. who deviated 


by cruelly haraſſing and perſecuting 


minions, at the inſtigation of the 


ed in the total deſtruction of that 


teſtants, at that critical time, is ex- 


* 
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| that is any where extant. The re- 
flections, through the whole work, 
are ſo judicious, his characters both 
of perſons and things ſo lively and 
bold, and the narration of the whole 
ſo animated, that any one may ea- 
ſily perceive that it muſt come 
from the hands of a maſter, Had 
Mr. BA vLxE finiſhed the life of that 
ILLVsTRIOUs HERO, it would, 
without doubt, have been the moſt 

complete performance of that kind 
in any language of Europe; and ſo 
far as he hath carried it down, it 
muſt be eſteemed a maſter- piece, 
and be regarded by all true judges, 
as an excellent model for all future 
hiſtorians. | 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 
KING OF SWEDEN, 


CHAP, :& 
containing his actions till the truce 
concluded with Poland in the year 
one thouſand fix hundred and twen- 
ty nine, ſome time before he enter- 
ed Germany, to make war on the 
emperor Ferdinand the ſecond. 


WEDEN had been governed 
O for almoſt a century, by prin- 
ces different from thoſe who reign- 
A 
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ed in Denmark, when Gus r Avus 
Apoll uus aſcended the throne. 
The vicinity and warlike temper of | 
theſe two nations raiſed ſo great an 
antipathy between them, that the 
one has always attempted to ſubdue 
the other. They have ſometimes 
ſucceeded in theſe attempts, and 
Sweden and Denmark have reigned 
over each other by turns. Near the 
cloſe of the fifteenth century, it 
was the turn of Denmark to' reign 
over Sweden: for CHRISTIERN, or 
CHRISTIAN the firſt, king of Den- 
mark, who died in the year one 
thouſand four hundred and eighty 
two, was likewiſe king of Sweden, 
and left a ſon, named Jon the ſe- 
cond, who for ſome time enjoyed 
both theſe kingdoms. He was ex- 
pelled by the Swedes; and this made 
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 GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


CHRISTIAN the ſecond, his ſon, 
more deſirous to re-unite theſe two 


* 


| kingdoms in himſelf, He at firſt 


ſuoceeded in his enterprize; for not- 
withſtanding the valour and reſiſt- 
ance of the Swedes, he laid ſiege to 
Stockholm, and obliged them to ac- 
knowlege him as their king. But 
he did not. long enjoy either this 
new kingdom, or that which he 


Anno | 
1523. 


poſſeſſed already. His cruelties ren | 
dered him ſo odjaus, that, upon his | 


return from Sweden, the Danes took 


from-him the crown of Denmark, | 


and gave it to his uncle Fx EDERIC, 
duke of Holſtein, Who, having de- 


1523. 


feated CHRISTIAN, confined him 


in a caſtle, during the reſt of his 


life. 


This change gave the Swedes an 
1 „ 
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opportunity of ſhaking off the Dan- 
iſh yoke. Fortune was ſo favoura- 
ble to the courage of a prince of the 
houſe of Vasa, called Gus Avus 
E K 1c-$0N, that is, the fon of Eric, 
deſcended from the antient kings 
of the Goths, and from CHARLES 
_ Canvre, who had ſixty years be- 
fore been king of Sweden, that he 
drove the Danes out of all their gar- 
riſon-towns, and was afterwards pro- 
claimed king of Sweden, amidſt the 
joyful acclamations of all the people. 
From him deſcended the famous 
1525; GusTAavus Apor nus, who is the 
fubject of this diſcourſe, 


This great revolution, by which, 

in the ſame year, Sweden and Den- 
mark had each a new king, was not 
like to ſtifle the antient quarrels be- 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
tween theſe two kingdoms. One 
might have thought that FRED E- 
nic, the better to juſtify the choice 
| which had been made of him, 
would have laboured to recover to 
the Danes the ſuperiority which 
| they had loſt; and that GusT avus, 
for a like reaſon, would have uſed 
alt his efforts to ſecure the advan- 
tage, which he had gained from 
the Danes: but the contrary hap- 
pened: each of the new kings only 
| endeavoured to eſtabliſh himſelf in 
the throne which he had obtained 
by the voice of his ſubjects, and be- 
heving that the friendſhip of each o- 
ther was neceſſary for that purpoſe, 
they contracted together a very 
ſtrict alliance, which doubtleſs great 
ly contributed to introduce the Lu- 
| theran religion into theſe two nor th- 
A 3 
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ern kingdoms: for as princes are u- 
fually diſpoſed, they rarely embrace 
the ſame novelties, when they hate 
one another; and the attachment of 
their enemies to a new religion, is 


to them a ſtrong argument of the 
* of it. 


1 ſhould 1 from r my fubiect, 
was I to explain how Ex1c, the 
eldeſt ſon of GusTAavus ERIc-80n, 
was deprived of his crown, by 
Jorn, his brother, duke of Fin- 
land, and huſband to the princeſs 
' CATHARINE, ſiſter of Soi Mun 
AvgvusTvs king of Poland; and how 
afterwards CHARLES, duke of Su- 
dermania, another ſon of king Gu- 
ST Avus ER1C-$0N, was made. king 
of Sweden, in prejudice to prince 
. the eldeſt fon of king 
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Joan, his brother. I* ſhall only 
obſerve that this excluſion of S1-" 
G61SMUND ſowed great diſcord be- 


I becauſe S1GISMUND having been e- 
lected king of Poland during his fa- 
ther's life, and not having been able 


to prevent his uncle CHARLEs, duke 


of Sudermania, from being declared 
king of Sweden by the ſtates of the 
kingdom, he employed the forces 
of Poland, to take ſatisfaction for 
the injury he believed the Swedes 
had done him, and tranſmitted to 
his poſterity the care of making 
good his pretenſions, But notwith- 
ſtanding this, as the reign of S1- 
GISMUND, and that of his ſon U- 
LADISLAUs were very glorious in 


Poland; fo CHARLES enjoyed Swe- 


den with great reputation till his 


J tween the Poles and the Swedes, 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
death, and left that kingdom to his 


ſon, under whom it became one of 
the moſt glorious and IO in 
— 1 


1 the year one thouſand fix hun- 
died and eleven, upon the death of 


 CyaRLEs, was raiſed to the throne ll 


of Sweden this illuftrious ſon, who 
has done ſo great honour to his na- 
tion, the famous Gus Avus ADoL- | 
PHUsS, the ſcourge of the houſe of 


Auſtria, the terror of the court of 


Rome, and deliverer of the Pro- 


teſtant religion. He was born at 


Stockholm on the ninth of Decem- 
ber one thouſand five hundred and 
ninety four, and his birth gave a 
moſt ſenſible joy to his father, and 
to the princeſs CHRISTINA his mo- 


ther, CA RKLES's ſecond wife, and 
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daughter to a duke of Holſtein. 


$1G1SMUND king of Poland had in 


the ſame year been crowned king 


of Sweden, and, returning to Po- 


land, had left the regency of Swe- 
den to CHARL Es his uncle. In the 
year one thouſand fix hundred this 


regency was changed into a true 


and full royalty, by the ſtates of the 


realm, and in an authentic manner, 


fach as removes every juſt charge of 


uſurpation from the memory of that 


prince. Otherwiſe, we muſt ſay 


chat S1GISMUND ought to have laid 
no claim to the crown of Sweden, 
fince he was the ſon of a prince, 
who only aſcended the throne upon 
the excluſion given by the ſtates to 
him who filled it. But though the 
royal name, and the royal authority 
had been conferred on CHARLES 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
in the year one thouſand fix hun- 
dred, he was crowned only in one 
thouſand fix hundred and ſeven, 
three years after the ſame ſtates of 
the kingdom had ſettled on his fa- 
mily the ſucceſſion to the crown of 
Sweden by way of election, with- i 
out excluding the daughters, if the i 
male Wis thouſd fail. 9 


; We may eaſily imagine that Po- 
land did not lie quiet, and that 
CHARLES put himſelf in a conditi- 
on to make head againſt the Poles. 
He immediately paſſed into Livo- 
nia, chafing rather to carry the war 
out of his kingdom, than to wait 
— the enemy in his own domini- 

He knew beſides that the pla- 
ces n to Sweden, in that 
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the attacks of the enemy. Thus 


{Livonia became the theatre of the 


war which aroſe between Sweden 


Wand Poland. 


The firft campaign was very pro- 
ſperous to the king of Sweden, the 


greateſt part of Livonia having then 


deen reduced. But the two follow- 
ing years, the Poles in their turn 


gained very conſiderable advantages 
over him, by the valour of Joun 
ZAMOISK1,. one of their moſt fa- 


mous generals, Afterwards both 


ſides had their ſhare of ſucceſs, and 
taſted a- little of good, and of bad 
fortune. 


It having been reported in the 
year one thouſand ſix hundred and 
nine, that S1GISMUND had attack- 


14 


GUSTAYVUS ADOLPHUS. i 
ed Muſcovy, in order to get him- . 
ſelf declared great duke; ChARL ES, 


thought himſelf obliged to trave;ic Ml 


that deſign, the ſucceſs of whith 2 
could not but prove fatal to him, 7 
The affairs of Muſcovy were then i 
in a bad ſituation, by reaſon of the 
frequent ſeditions, which in a very 
ſhort time had cut off three or four 
of their emperors, | 


BasIL Zusx1*, who reigned at 


that time, aſcended the throne, by 


putting to death DEMETR1vs, who | f 
had got poſſeſſion of it, by making 
the people falſly believe that he was 


the fon of the great duke John * 


BAs I, the ſecond of that name, 
who died in the year one thouſand 


4.6 He was crowned on the firſt of Ar one — 
6x hundred and ſix. 
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five hundred and eighty four. Un- 
der cover of this impoſture, he had 
| formed+a great party; and by the 
: powerful ſuccours he received from 
the Poles, had cauſed the great 
duke FoeDoR - Box1s-Low1z to 
be ſtrangled. This Foxpor-Bo- 
Inis-Lowiz had ſucceeded his fa- 
Wther Bor1s-GuDENow, who died 
two months before “ of the unea- 
Wineſs that was given him by the 
Warlike preparations of the — 
d DEMETRIUs, No man was 
Petter acquainted with the impo- 
ure of this DEM ET RIVS than Bo- 
1s-Gup ENO; for he knew very 


ell that he had rid himſelf of the 


N 


N 
e, rue DeMETRIVUs, the brother of 
d e great duke THEODOR E, as well 


* Boris-Gudenow died on the third of April, one 
douſand fix hundred and five. 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
as of TyzoDoRE himſelf, whom he 
had poiſoned in the year one thou- 
ſand five hundred and ninety ſeven, 
The good fortune which DEME- 
TRIUs had to become emperor, 
made a greater impreſſion on ſome | 
turbulent ſpirits, than the violent 
death which precipitated him from 
the throne: for Bas. Zusk I, who] 
upon his death was become great 
duke, in a ſhort time found he had if 
to contend with two falſe DEME- 
TRIUS's, who raiſed great diſorders i 
in Muſcovy. Such was the ſtate of 
affairs in that country, when the 
king of Poland carried the war into ; 
it, There was a great probability| 
that he would oblige the Muſco- 
vites to chooſe him their emperor, 
and even that this new dignityfi 
would enable him to ſubdue the 
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wedes, whom he only conſider- 
ed as his rebellious ſubjects. All 
the maxims of policy determined 
W CHARLES to give his aſſiſtance to 
the great duke, who ſtrongly im- 
portuned. him for it. | 


The affair having been propoſed 
to the ſtates- general of the king- 


W dom, they reſolved to make a trea- 
ty of alliance with the great duke; 


whereupon king CHARLEs ſent 


© him ſome good troops under the 
conduct of count JaMEs LA GAR- 
vr: theſe troops did the Czar great 
C ſervice, and ſignalized themſelves 


on many occaſions. But the reſt- 


leſs, wild, and odd humour of the 
Muſcovites furniſhed the factious 
vich too many means of ſupport- 
: ing themſelves; beſides the Swediſh 
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troops having mutinied, becauſe i 


they did not receive the pay which 
the czar owed them, that unfortu- 


nate emperor, deſtitute of every re- 


ſource, was dethroned, and confin- 
ed in a monaſtery, Upon this S1- 
GISMUND conceived greater hopes 


either for himſelf, or for his ſon U- 


LADISLAUs. There was indeed 
much talk of chuſing his ſon empe- 
ror of Muſcovy. Some people alſo 
caſt their eye on prince CHARLES 
PHILIP, the king of Sweden's ſe- 
cond ſon, and this was much talk- 


ed of, even after the death of that 
king: yet neither was elected. The 


Muſcovites preferred a ſovereign 
born in their own country, and e- 
lected MichAEL FEDE KOWITS, 
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Ja relation of * Joux BASILIDES, 1613. 


CW. 


During theſe laſt diſorders in 
WE Muſcovy, CHARLES was involved 
in a new war. CHRISTIAN the 


- | fourth, king of Denmark, being un- 
5 {willing to loſe ſo favourable an op- 


Wportunity, as the king of Sweden 
d preſented to him, by engaging in 
che war with Muſcovy and Poland, 
Wrcſolved to break with him, He 
found out ſeveral. pretences, and. 
everal ſubjects of complaint, he 
wrote letters, he infiſted much: on 
Wis patience, and propoſed ways of 
accommodation, as they always do, 
who are fully determined to come 
a rupture. In a word, he made: 


* Michael Federowits, was the ſon of Theodore Ki: 
Ritits, patriarch of Moſcow, and of Mary, daughter off 
hn Baſilides, and ſiſter to the true Demetrius. 
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uſe of all the formalities which are 
commonly employed either to hide 
from the public the injuſtice of the 
aggreſſor, or to retard the. prepara- 
tions of the enemy, and by which 


none but very ſimple people are en- 


ſnared. At laſt, after having uſed 
all thoſe little formalities, he wrote 
to king CHARLES, that he declared 1 
war againſt him, and at the ſame 
time ſet out in order to beſiege at 
once both Calmar and Elf ſburg. 


This was the firft war in which 
Gust Avus ſerved, being only ſix- 
teen or ſeventeen years of age. 
Something had been always obſerv- 7 


ed in him, which promiſed that, 


one day, he would be a great man; 


and the king, his father, who had 


perceived this better than any other 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
e perſon, relying upon it, had taken 
e an extreme care of his education, 
e Hand neglected nothing that might 
render him an accompliſhed prince, 
h both in the qualities of his body 
- and mind. Finding himſelf ob- 


d iged to repel the Danes, who be- 


te ſieged two of his towns at the ſame 
> time, he carried his ſon with him 
ic to the army, and ſent him towards 
at Chriſtianopel, a place which be- 
onged to the Danes, hoping to 
give their forces a diverſion, by 
chreatening one of their towns. The 
ucceſs was greater than had been 
expected; for though there was a 
Iſtrong garriſon in Chriſtianopel, yet 
the Swedes ſeized it at the firſt on- 
ſet, after having blown up the gates 
by petards, The garriſon, not hav- 
ing had time to capitulate, was put 


26 
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to the ſword, and the city was ſet 

on fire. ee ; 3 
| | | - 
GusTAvus, tranſported by the 

ardour of his courage, run a great 


| hazard in this expedition; for hav- 


ing expoſed himſelf too far, he was 
forced to eſcape the danger he was 
in, by puſhing his horſe into a wa- 


ter half frozen, where he had pe- 
riſhed, if PETER BANNIER, knight 


of the order, and ſenator: of the 


kingdom, had not come to his aſ- 


ſiſtance. 


. The taking and facking of Chri- 
ſtianopel, and ſome other attempts 
which were made on the Danes, did 


not hinder them, after they had 


made themſelves., maſters of the 


town. of Calmar, from taking like- 


Gus TAvUS ADOLPHUS. 
iſe the citadel. It is true that 
Pis was not ſo much owing to 
Heir valour, or to any neglect in 
HA RL Es to relieve the citadel, as 
t was to the treachery of the offi- 
ler who commanded in it. The 
rrender of that place was ſoon 
Followed by the invaſion of the ifl- 
Ind of Oeland, and by the taking 
If the caſtle of Borkholm. 


Theſe diſgraces ſo much incenſed 
Wc king of Sweden, that not hav- 
pg been able to take ſatisfaction of 
De enemy, in ſome battles which 
e hazarded, he propoſed to the 
ing of Denmark that they ſhould 
ferminate their quarrel by a duel. 
HRISTIAN ridiculed this propo- 
Il, and anſwered, that ſuch a com- 
pat was rather the affair of an ad- 


ER ADOLPHUS. 
venturer, than of a prince. Nay, 
he rallied him on the infirmities of 
his old-age, as if there was but lit 
tle glory to be won, by gaining a 
advantage over a man in his years 
or as if it was an unfair dealing iq 
place the lives of a young and off 
an old king in balance, when the 
courſe of nature alone would ſoor 
put an end to that of the latter, 
A little after, he attacked the king 
of Sweden in his camp, and killed 
more of king CHARLES's ſoldiers if 
than he loſt of his own. 


We may eaſily imagine that al 
this grievoufly vexed the king o 
Sweden, who had never wanted vi- 
gour nor courage, and had acquit— 
ed great glory on many occaſions} 
He thought of the means of te- 
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Nayſecnge, and met with ſome: but 
s oFoubtleſs the moſt pleaſing was that 
1; hich Gus Avus procured him, by 
g uffetaking the iſland of Oeland and 
arg the caſtle of Borkholm, ſhewing 
g hat his very firſt nn. were 
d of aſterly — ” | | 


M | 
o0! 
ter. 
cing 


led 


How 8 and aflicting 
muſt death be to the father of ſuch 
a ſon, from whom he might daily 
expect ſo many grounds of com- 
fort? yet he muſt reſolve to die 
Wncar the end of the ſame campaign: 
for on the thirtieth of October one 
thouſand fix hundred and eleven, 


ers, 


Iden, died after a few days illneſs, 


Cuartes the ninth, king of Swe- 


ir- Four days before his death he had 
n been informed that count LA GAR. 
fei had retaken ſeveral places from 
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the rebellious Muſcovites, and that 
the inhabitants of Novogrod whom 
he had ſubdued, had given hin 
their promiſe to elect Cxaru | 
Party to the crown of Muſcovy: ; 
but he ſeemed to take little concern 
in all this. He ſhewed that from 
thenceforth his only care was to + 
prepare for death, and that he leſt 
all the affairs of this world to his 
fon Gus Avus. He died very pi- 
ouſly in the fixty-firſt year of his 
age, much regretted by his ſub- 
- jects, who conſidered him as the 
preſerver of the Proteſtant 'religion, 
which the artifices of the Jeſuits, 
backed by the credit of $1G1sMUND, 
had infallibly baniſhed out of Swe- 
den, if CHARLEs had not prevent- 
ed it. | 
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y: kingdom, had it not been for the 


great qualities of the young Gu- 


meravus, who ſucceeded, I have 
to already ſaid that his father had con- 
ft N ceived the greateſt hopes of a fon 
1s who had ſuch natural endowments, 
i- Wand ſo careful an education. He 


1is had often expreſſed to his conrt the 


b- good opinion he had of his dear 
he Gus r Avus; for ſpeaking of various 
things which he had wiſhed for the 
grandeur and glory of the nation, 


ompliſh, he. uſed to ſay to thoſe 
who were preſent, this lad will ao 
it, laying his hand on the head of 
ſbis ſon, And as this kind of dif- 
E” = 


nl The loſs of ſo great a prince 
im would have occaſioned a longer and 
£5]{Wmore ſenſible grief to the whole 


but ſuch as he did not hope to ac- 
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courſe never fails to paſs from the iſ 
court to the city, and to run from 
mouth to mouth, throughout the 
whole kingdom, all Sweden knew iſ 
the eſteem which king CHARLES 
had for his ſucceſſor, ' and had con- 
ceived very great hopes of him, as 
well as CHARLES. How great a 
burden is this on a prince! for, on 
one hand, nothing is more difficult iſ 


for him than to anſwer the high i- 


deas which a whole people have iſ 
preconceived of him; and, on the 


other, nothing is more blaſting to 


his reputation, than not to anſwer 


them. We ſhall ſee hereafter that 


Gus r Avus ſurpaſſed: all that had 
been expected of him. 


As a long interregnum could not 
but be prejudicial to the Swedes, 
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in the ſituation of the general af- 
fairs of the kingdom at that time, 
being at war with Poland, Den- 
mark, and Muſcovy; the ſtates of 
weden, without loſs of time, aſ- 
5 ſembled at Nicoping, in the month 


Jof December which followed the 
death of the king, and, by the ge- 
neral voice of all the deputies, e- 
lected to the crown Gus r Avus A- 
por rnus, his ſon. This prince 
being only ſedenteen yente of age, 
made a ſpeech which charmed the 
whole aſſembly, ſo full was it of 
greatneſs of mind, and of modeſty 


together. He ſaid, That conſi- 


dering his youth, and the difficul- 
ty of the affairs of the kingdom, 


he would rather have choſen not 


to take ſo heavy a burden upon 
him; but that the ſtates WY 
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* thought it proper he ſhould, he 
* would undertake that charge in 
the name of the moſt holy Trini- 
* ty, and apply all his care, and all 
* his forces to maintain all the or- 


ders of the ſtate in the true reli. i 


s * and i in al their privileges,” 


- In the beginning of his reign, he 
applied himſelf wholly to the war 
againſt the Danes, becauſe that was 
the moſt preſſing evil, as it thres- 


tened the heart and center of the i 
kingdom, He therefore took the 
field as ſoon as the ſeaſon permitted, 


being reſolved to recover Calmar, 


and drive the enemy from the fron- 


tiers: but before he ſet out, he diſ- 


poſed of the principal offices of the | 


crown, and filled them with per- 
ſons of a diſtinguiſhed merit, ah 
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cially the office of great chancellor 
of the kingdom, which he beſtow- 
ed on the famous AxEL OxENSTI- 
rx, one of the ableſt men that e- 
ver appeared in Europe. 


A king, who had no other en- 
| dowments but the courage of Gu- 
| S$TAvUs, would not have failed to 
open the campaign with the ſiege 
of Calmar; but as for him who not- 
withſtanding his fire, and the impe- 


ſpired him, was not incapable of 
entering into himſelf, and delibe- 
W rately conſulting the maxims of 
g prudence, he conſidered that the 


place, that it was more proper to 


| quivalent advantages, than by at- 
C 3 


tuoſity with which his youth in- 


Danes had ſo ſtrongly fortified that 


think of recovering it by gaining e- 
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fore he did not lay fiege to Calmar, 


the king himſelf entered Schonen as 


or at leaſt to defeat their enterpriz- 


was a courageous prince, {killed in 


than his enemy, He therefore took 
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tacking it with main force. There- 


but was only intent on giving the 
enemy a diverſion: and for this end 


far as was poſlible, and having ra- 
vaged it, he returned to his camp, 
after having had a ſharp encounter 
with the enemy in his retreat. 


But whatever pains Gus Avus 
took either to vanquiſh the Danes, 


es, he had but little ſucceſs, CRI“ 
sri AN the fourth, king of Denmark, 


the art of war, and had more troops 


ſome towns from the Swedes, and 
put to ſea a fleet which alarmed the 
city of Stockholm, and, to ſay the 
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ruth, the advantage of that war 
Vas on his fide. For though by the 
ſrcaty of peace concluded in the be- 
3 pinning of the year one thouſand ſix 
Hundred and thirteen, he reſtored to 
ne Swedes all the places he had tak- 
&n from them, yet they were ob- 
Biged to pay him great ſums of mo- 
hey for his reimburſement, and to 
Wnake him ſeveral conceſſions. From 

hence, to obſerve it by the way, we 
may learn, that it is not always ſure 
Ko judge of the reign of a prince by 
the firſt years of it; for here is one 


as, the beginnings of which were 
attended with a kind of diſgrace. 
Here you ſee the great GusTavus, 
Iwho being involved in a war in the 
eginning of his reign, only comes 
out of it by dearly purchaſing peace, 


pf the moſt elorious reigns that ever 
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ceſsful prince, it is not enough for 


we mult add that he had but very 


to make peace with the king di 
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at the mediation of the king of En- F 
gland, | . 


His honour did not ſuffer by ii 
for there are a great many occaſions 
when princes have the diſad vantage 
without deſerving to be blamed. Ii 
we would juſtly blame an unſuc- 


us to ſay that he was unſucceſsful, 


ſmall obſtacles to encounter; and 
this could not be alleged againſt the 
king of Sweden, Moreover, the 
maxims of policy determined him 


Denmark; for beſides the diſpoſit- 
on of the king of Poland, always to 
create troubles to the Swedes, be 
likewiſe ſaw the Muſcovites at var: 
ance with Sweden, King CHARLES, 
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arneſtly ſollicited by the great duke 
Jo afliſt him againſt the enterprizes 
df S1GISMUND, and ſufficiently in- 
Buced to it by his own intereſt; had 
Ent ſome good troops into Muſco- 
y, as I have ſaid already. Theſe 
roops greatly conduced to keep af- 


* 


btain, as the Swedes had been 


rother ſhould be choſen great duke 
n the room of BASIL Zusk f, who 


Poles on their ſide could neither ob- 
ain the election of S1GISMUND, 
zor that of, ULAPDISsLA US. The 
uſcovites choſe an emperor from 
mong their own princes, and at 
aſt they ought to own that the 
ſiſtance of Sweden had been uſeful 


airs in balance; and if they did not 


nade to hope, that GusTAvvus's | 


as confined in a monaſtery, the 


o them, in procuring the liberty of 


35 


. 
* PPP 
A . I . 1 1 
— * 9 


36 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


that election. But no ſooner was 
the new Czar inſtalled, than he de- 
clared war againſt Sweden, 


Gus Avus, to convince him 
that he had judged wrong, if he had 


founded his hopes on the youth of 


the king of Sweden, reſolved to in- 
vade Muſcovy in the year one thou- 
ſand ſix hundred and fifteen. Ac- 


cordingly he entered that country, 


immediately ſeized on ſome towns, 


beat the Muſcovites who durſt keep 
the field in his preſence, and laid 


ſiege to Pleſkow, a rich town, and 


one of the principal keys of Muſ- 
covy. He opened the trenches with 
great 'vigour, and his batteries had 


already made a conſiderable breaciti 


in the walls of the town, when at 


the preſſing ſolicitations of the king 
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Jof Great Britain, the greateſt peace- 

maker of the world, he raiſed the 
ſiege. The rigour of the ſeaſon, 
which was already far advanced, 
had not been able to make him 
take that reſolution; but the in- 
reaties of king IAM Es joining with 
his conſideration, Gus Avus raiſ- 
ed the ſiege with a good grace, 
ſhewing, in oppoſition to the no- 
tions entertained by ſome people, 
that the greateſt generals, and thoſe 
ho are appointed by Heaven to 


ot take all the towns which they 
attack. 


tion, that he entered Muſcovy, not 
with the deſign of making con- 


perform the greateſt exploits, do 


It muſt be added in his vindica- 


queſts there, but only to oblige the 
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Czar to make a peace. Had he 
aimed at conqueſt, he would not 
| have caſt his eye on that quarter; 
8 he would have been contented to 
| | have nothing to fear from it, Thus 
I! the ambaſſador of Great Britain, 
having aſſured him that the great 
duke deſired a peace, hut that out 
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of haughtineſs he would not enter 
upon a negotiation, while he ſaw 
his towns beſieged, Gus Avus a- 
bandoned the ſiege of Pleſkow, andi 
wrote a handſome letter ts king n 
James, wherein he did not fail to y 
make him ſenſible of the ſacrifice 7 
which, in his conſideration, he had; 
made to the work of peace, by raiſ- Nb 
ing the ſiege of a very conſiderable W ir 
town, the taking of which appear- Nec 
ed to him infallible, He then re- 
turned to Sweden, and held the Ho. 
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Hl flates of Finland and Nordland. 
which he had fummoned to meet 


on the nineteenth of January one 
vl thouſand ſix hundred and ſixteen. 


, As he was not a prince who on- 
gh ſought to be admired by his ſub- 
t WY js for his valour, he made in the 
1 aſſembly a very eloquent ſpeech, 
and ſuch as was very proper to per- 
-W ſuade the people that he chiefly de- 
d fired to be loved by them, as a 
9 princè incapable of ſacrificing their 
wealth and repoſe to his own glory. 
This was wiſely conſidered by Gu- 
r Avus: for we need not queſtion 
but there were ill-deſigning perſons 
in the kingdom, who tacitly accuſ- 
ed him of too great ambition, and 
ſaid that he had more regard for his 


own glory, than for the repoſe of 
D 


le 
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his ſubjects, when he engaged in 
the war with Muſcovy. This was 
not only ſaid, but was alſo written! 
in certain libels, which $1615MunD, 


theſe ſuſpicions, Gust Avus ſhew- 


ed in his ſpeech what conduct the 
Muſcovites had held with regard 
to Sweden, and from thence drew 


ſeveral reaſons to ſhew that they 
ought indiſpenſibly to urflertake 


and purſue the war againſt them, 


He did not forget to warn his ſub- 
jects againſt the artifices of 81018 


MUND, and after having given 4 
particular account of what had pal- 


ſed in Muſcovy, he concluded with 
a proteſtation that all his deſigns 


were only directed to obtain a good 


king of Poland, ſpread about in the 
kingdom, to ſow diſcord among 
the Swedes. In order to diſſipate 
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ace, and to ſecure the public tran- 
quillity. This ſpeech produced the 
moſt deſirable effect for the king of 
| Sweden, and procured him what he 
had thought the moſt difficult to 


obtain; for the ſtates conſented to 


raiſe the ſupplies which were ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on the war. It 
would not be a hard matter to make 
| ſubjects approve of conqueſts and 
battles, provided they coſt them no 
money. The difficulty lies in per- 
ſuading them that it is often the 
part of policy and oeconomy to ex- 
pend a great deal of money for that 
purpoſe, which indeed is very true. 


It appeared that Gus r Avus had 
ſpoken ſincerely; for in the year one 
thouſand ſix hundred and ſeventeen, 
a peace was actually concluded with 

5 
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the emperor of Muſcovy, by the 


mediation of England and Holland, 
and would have been concluded 
ſooner, had it not been obſtructed 
by the long preliminaries which 
were neceſſary in order to examine 


the fall powers of the ambaſſadors, 
and to agree on titles and dignities, 


which it is not an eaſy matter to 


regulate with the ambaſſadors of 


the great duke; and generally the 
moſt important part of their em- 


baſly is over, when the affair, of 
precedence and titles 1s terminated, 


By this peace the whole province of 


Ingria, which is very conſiderable, 
was yielded to Sweden. 


After this peace, king GusT a- 


vus made ſeveral eſtabliſhments in 
domeſtic affairs, for the interior fe- 
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I licity of the kingdom: this is never 


more neceſſary than in the reign of 
a conquering prince, becauſe it ge- 
nerally happens that a kingdom 
which acquires great glory abroad, 


is exhauſted and miſerable at home, 


He made uſeful regulations for the 


| holding of the ſtates, eſtabliſhed a a 


council for maritime affairs, a chan» 


cery, a court of exchequer, and 


beſides, a chamber of commerce, 


| with ſeveral good ſtatutes concern» 


ing merchants, whether Swedes, or 


foreigners. 


But as it was not enough to pro- 

vide for domeſtic affairs only, Gu- 

STAvus did not forget what kind of 

a man his couſin the king of Poland 

was, He did not forget that 81 

GISMUND- was' a prince who left 
D3 
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nothing unattempted to recover the 

© crown of Sweden, and had his e- 
miſſaries in that kingdom, who diſ- 
perſed libels againſt the preſent go- 
vernment, and endeavoured to ſe- 
duce as many people as they could 
from their allegiance to Gus Avus. 
To prevent the effect of theſe ſe- 
eret practices, in the year one thou- 
fand ſix hundred and fourteen, an 
edict of the king had been publiſh- 
ed in the general aſſembly of the 
ſtates of the kingdom, prohibiting 
all his ſubjects from ſtudying in the 
univerſities of Roman catholics, and 
from travelling to the court of the 
king of Poland, or having any cor- 
reſpondence with his courtiers or 
officers. SIGISMUND was not con- 
ten ed to ſeduce the Swedes by li- 
bels, but went fo far as.to.ſpread a- 


ky 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 45 


bout manifeſto's in Sweden, where- 
in he exhorted them to take up 
| arms againſt their king. 


Co 


GusT Avus found no better means 
of guarding againſt theſe indirect 
hoſtilities, than to attack Potand 
with open force. He had capac i- 
ty enough to defend himſelf againſt 
his enemy by the weapons of the 
cabinet; but beſides, that theſe 
are not much in uſe among the 
northern nations, he had too great 
e Na ſoul to ſubmit to theſe artifices; 
d and, to ſay the truth, the match 
e had Been too unequal in that re- 
- ſpect, between a Lutheran. prince, 
or and a prince aſſiſted by the counſels 
1- of the court of Rome, who had at 
i-his ſervice as many monks and Je- 
a> ſuits ,as he pleaſed, GusTAvus 


- 
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therefore very wiſely reſolved to re- 
pel $1615MUxD's intrigues by arms, ; 
and he had no difficulty to obtain 
the conſent of the ſtates to the war i 
with Poland. 


After ſuch a reſolution had been 
taken, the important affair was to 
prevent his enemy. For this pur- 

>, poſe, the king of Sweden, without 
S loſs of time, ſent troops into Livo- 
nia, with a fleet of eighteen men of 
war, and ſeized Dunamond, a place 
which checks the town of Ripa, at 
the mouth of the river Dwina, and 
defends the harbour. To this con- 
queſt he ſoon after added that of 
Pernaw and Windaw ; and he might 

_ eaſily have carried his conqueſts far- 
ther, becauſe the king of Poland 
was at that time greatly preſſed by 
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che Turks and Tartars: but he ſa- 
crificed all theſe advantages to ge- 
neroſity, and granted a truce for two 
years, which his enemy demanded 
of him. An example of moderati- 
on which the Swedes would have 
4 Eſet off with many pompous pane- 
= gyrics, had they been acquainted 
— with the modern rhetoric, 


The moderation of GusTAyus 
did not make. him forget what he 
owed to the tranquillity of his do- 
minions, and he would not gain a- 
ny praiſe by this virtue, at the ex- 
pence.of his other. qualities. When 
therefore he granted to SIGISMUND 
a truce, which gave him leiſure to 
defend himſelf againſt the infidels, 
Gos Avus thought himſelf obliged 
to join this condition with it, that 
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during theſe two years they ſhould Ml 
endeavour to put an amicable end 
to all the differences ſubſiſting be- 
tween Sweden and Poland, This 
was reaſonable, for it was not to be 
expected that GusTAvus ſhould i 
renounce the advantages he poſſeſ- 
ſed, without taking precautions a- 
gainſt future evil; beſides, he grant- 
ed as long a truce as could be deſir- 
ed for the diſcuſſion of the diffe- 
rences between him and S161s- 
MUND. Two years would not per- 
haps have ſufficed for that diſcuſſi- 
on in the diet of Ratiſbon, but they 
ought to ſuffice to the Poles; ſo that 
Gus Avus, belides the moderation 
of taking no advantage of the in- 
curſions which the Turks and Tar- 
tars made on his enemy's frontiers, 
had likewiſe the generoſity not to 
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preſcribe him too ſhort a time for 
the pacification of their differences. 


But as he was well perſuaded that 


IS1GI1SMUND had only demanded the 


truce, that he might have leiſure - 


to gather new ſtrength, and more 


forces, he took, with his council 


and the ſtates of the kingdom, all 


the neceſſary meaſures to prevent 


being ſurprized by that dangerous 
| neighbour, and to begin the war as 


| ſoon as the truce ſhould be expired. 


If GusTavus had valued him- | 


ſelf on craftineſs, he would have 
concealed his deſign, and given ſe- 
veral plauſible reaſons for all theſe 
warlike preparations; but his great 
courage would not ſuffer him to diſ- 
ſemble. On the contrary, he or- 
dered count JAMES LA GARDIE, 
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governor of Eſtonia, and great mar- 


two years of the truce were expir- 
of Poland a perpetual and irrevoca- 


many years, or to attack him with 


ctice: where are the princes who 
give their enemies notice ſo long be- 
forehand that they intend to de- 
clare war on them at a certain time 
How many princes do we ſee who 
attack their enemies while they are 


proteſting that they have no deſign 
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ſhal of the kingdom, to write to 
the governor of Livonia for the 
king of Poland, that he would not 
be kept eternally in ſuſpence be- 
tween peace and war, and was 
therefore reſolved, as ſoon as the 


ed, either to conclude with the king 
ble peace, or at leaſt a truce for 


all his might. Certainly this is a 
ſincerity which is no longer in pra- 
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to break the peace? They who, on 


one hand, will applaud the great can- 
dour of GusTAvus, will not blame 


him, on the other, for any want 


of prudence, when they know what 


great preparations he made for the 


war with Poland, for which he was 
willing that S1G15MUND ſhould al- 
ſo be prepared, ſince he gave him 
notice of his deſign. Theſe prepa- 
rations were ſuch as manifeſted that 


Gus Avus was as great in prudence 
as courage. He gave full ſatisfacti- 


on to CHRISTIAN the fourth, king 
of Denmark, upon ſome grievances 
which he complained of, and had 
a perſonal interview with him on 
the borders of the two kingdoms, 
in order to confirm the friendſhip 
and good underſtanding which fub- 
ſiſted between them, and that he 
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might have nothing to fear from | 


Denmark, while he ſhould make 


war in n 


As GusTavus well knew the 
importance of naval forces in a war, 
he took particular care to equip a iſ 
good fleet, and with fo great ſuc - 
ceſs, that he rendered it the princi- 


pal hope and firmeſt ſupport of the 


ſtate. He cauſed a great number 
of cannons to be caſt, and all forts 
of ſmall arms and warlike machines 


to be forged. He levied many 


troops, and ordered ſome officers, 
well ſkilled in military diſcipline, to 
make them perform their exerciſcs 
regularly, to make them encamp, 


and in general to keep them inured 


to all the military functions. He 
was frequently preſent at all theſe 
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; exerciſes, and eſtabliſhed good or- 
der every where, to which his pre- 


ſence contributed as much as his 


capacity. 


Before he came to a rupture with 
Poland, he married the princeſs E- 
| LEONORA, daughter of Joux S1- 


615MUND, elector of Brandenburg; 


| and after the nuptials were over, he 
| ſummoned the ſtates of the king- 
| dom, who took the neceſſary refo- 


lutions for the charges of the war. 
They likewiſe appointed public 


| prayers and rejoicings in memory 


of the reformation, which had been 
introduced into the kingdom an 
hundred years before; ſo that this 
became a ſecular ſolemnity. 
/ 
The truce being expired withou! 
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to declare war againſt him in form, 


years before. 


the king of Poland's accepting the 


he would attack him, if no treaty 
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condition which had been propoſed 
to him, or ſhewing any inchnation 
to a deciſive treaty of peace, Gu- 
sT Avus began the war by making 
an irruption into Livonia. - He ſent 
no herald of arms to S1616MUND 


ecauſe he had plainly and publicly 
fignified to him, that the very mo- 
ment the truce ſhould be expired, 


was then concluded. The Poles 
complained of having been attack- 
ed without any previous declarati- 
on of war, but this complaint was 
entirely groundleſs, fince they had 
been threatened with a war two 


The firſt at tempt which Gu- 
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sravus made was the fiege of Ri- 
ga, the ſtrongeſt and moſt import- 
| ant town in all that country. Such 
| a conduct is not always attended 
| with ſucceſs, and there ſeems to be 
| ſome temerity in attacking the chief 


places at firſt; becauſe, if the at- 


| tempt miſcarries, the General ſuffers. 


in his reputation, or diſcourages his 


ſoldiers, whilſt he raiſes the ccurage 


of the enemy; whereas if he fixes 
on a leſs difficult fiege, he may de- 


pend on ſucceeding, or gaining all 
| the favourable opinions and preju- 
dices that accompany happy begin- 
nings. But, on the other hand, if 


he takes the capital, he makes all 

the reſt of the province tremble of 

courſe, and it js uſually by theſe 

deciſive ſtrokes that great things 

are brought about in a little time. 
E 3 
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Gus r Avus, having maturely weigh · iſ 
ed all the reaſons on both ſides, de- 
termined to open the campaign 
with the ſiege of Riga, 5 nn ; 
city of * > F192) 


Riga is 2 os town, fortified | 
with good baſtions and fraized half. 
moons,” and has a large trade by 


reaſon of its ſituation, being only 


two leagues diſtant from the ſea, 


where the river Dwina, which run 


through it, opens ſo commodious a 


harbour, that veſſels of all kinds 
paſs and repaſs within its encloſure, 


In the year one thouſand one hun- 


dred and eighty- one, it ſurrendered 


to STEPHEN BAT TOR, king 0 
Poland, having been formerly 1ub- 
ject to the temporal juriſdiction of 
its own archbiſhop. Livonia had 
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already been almoſt wholly ſubdu- 
ed by king S1615MUND AvuGusTvs, 


the laſt of the JAaGELLoNns, who 


had overcome GoTHARD KETH- 
LER, great-maſter of the Teutonic 


order in Livonia, and had obliged 
the Livonians to take an oath of 
allegiance to him; and acknowlege 


| themſelves ſubjects of the crown of 
Poland. This $1615MUND AuGUu- 


STUs likewiſe forced the great-ma- 


ſter to conſent to the ſuppreſſion of 


his order, and to yield all his rights 


| on Livonia to Poland. In conſide- 
| ration of this, in the year one thou- 


land five hundred and ſixty one, he 
was inveſted for himſelf and his de- 
ſcendants with the duchy of Cour- 


land and Semigalia, It was an eaſy 


matter to ſubdue Livonia; for the 


great-maſter, the knights of his 
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order, and moſt of the ecclefiaſtics 
having embraced the Lutheran reli- 
gion, met with nothing but rebelli- 
on and diſobedience among their 
ſubjects; which formed ſeveral par- 
ties in that province. WILLIAM 
of Brandenburg, brother of Al- 
BERT, duke of Pruſſia, nephew o 


the king of Poland, and archbiſhop 
of Riga, having died a Proteſtant 


much about the ſame time that the 


great-maſter KETHLER made his 


treaty with S1GI$MUND, Riga was 


erected into a republic, and 'S1615- 


MUND ſeized on the reſt of the 


dioceſe: but it afterwards ſurren- 
dered to Poland, in the reign of king 
STEPHEN BAT TORY, that it might 
enjoy the fame privileges with Dant- 


Z;c, and ſecure to itſelf a powerful 
protection. This is a ſhort account 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
of the revolution which brought 


ho poſſeſſed that place when Gu- 
&ETAVUS laid fiege to it in the year 
bone thouſand ſix hundred and twen- 
ty one. „ 


His fleet met with ſuch a violent 
torm near the mouth of the Dwi- 
na, that a timorous and ſuperſtiti- 
dus man would have imagined that 
Heaven warned him not to conti- 
nue in his enterprize. But Gus A- 
os, without being aſtoniſhed at 
he this unhappy beginning, in which 
n- Wome of his ſhips were loſt, and o- 
ng Wtbers were diſperſed, continued firm 
{it in his firſt reſolution, ſo that hav- 
Ing brought together his fleet, and 
landed his army, which conſiſted of 
about twenty or twenty-five thou- 


the town of Riga under the Poles, 
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fand men, he encamped before the 
city of Riga. The principal off.. 
cers who ſerved under him werf 
prince CHARLES PHILIP, his bro - 
ther; count JAMES LA GAR DI 
great marſhal of the kingdom; 
HERMAN WRANGEL, field- mar- 
| thal; Gus r Avus HoRN, Jony 
Ba NNIER, MANSFELD, Rossv- 
C RAN TS, OXENSTIERN, illuſtriou 
names in the hiſtory of that age, 
and two brave Scotiſh colonel, 
SEATONW and Rur RgVvEN. The 
quarters having been marked out, 
and occupied by the troops that 
were to be poſted there, they im- 
mediately began to throw up thi 
lines of circumvallation; and in the 
mean time, the admiral CHA RLE 
SID ENTRILUHM, and C Aup!. 
us FLEMING who commanded the 


the 


LE 


pl- 
the 
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fleet under him, had orders to keep 
bt ſea at the mouth of the river, 
o prevent any ſuccours of men or 
Wwarlike ſtores from entering the 
own. 


The inhabitants made the great - 
r preparatians for a defence, as 


they judged by the manner in which 


os Avus went about the ſiege, 
hat he was reſolved not to leave 
he place till he ſhould make him- 
elf maſter of it. The citadel was 
uthciently provided with a garri- 
on, arms, and proviſions. The 
own indeed had only three hun- 
Ired ſoldiers to defend it; but the 
itizens, jealous of their liberty, and 
vell diſciplined, ſupplied that de- 
ciency. We may judge of the re- 
ſtance they made by the length 


61 


62 


vus, till after a ſiege of fix weeks, 


ly tire the reader, when they con- 
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of ihc fiege, by the capacity and 
intrepid activity of GusTAvus; and 
we may form a pretty great idea of 
the difficulties he met with to re- 
duce the beſieged, if I only ſay that 

they did not ſurrender to Gus Ta-Moi 


I ſhall not enter into the particulanſ 


of all the aſſaults, and all the fal- 
lies; theſe details, which do well in 
a journal, and would not be dia- 
greeable if I was ſpeaking of theWw! 
laſt fiege of Vienna, would ſtrange- 


cern a town which was attacked in 
the year one thouſand fix hundret 
and twenty one. I ſhall content 
myſelf with ſaying that the batte · fro 
rics of the Swedes overturned ievc-Mpri; 
ral ſteeples, and ſeveral public build Nhe 
ings, and made ſeveral breaches in rf 
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the baſtions, and in the walls, that 
the Swedes ſpared neither grena- 
dos, nor bombs, nor mines, nor 
countermines, nor any of the things 
which the reader well enough ima- 
gines of himſelf, when he knows 
chat a town has been well atrack- 
ed, and well defended. 
WM The intrepidity and activity of 
usr Avus were conſpicuous every 
where, nay, ſometimes appeared a 
little too much; for it is ſaid that 
he did not always remember he 
as a king, ſo much did he expoſe 
nimſelf to danger, like the mean- 
eſt ſoldier of fortune. He was far 
From the circumſpection of thoſe 
princes, who always keep without 
the reach of cannon-ſhot; for at the 
rſt approaches, GusT Avus oblery- 
F 
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to hazard himſelf ſo much, that 
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ing from an eminence what places 
were the moſt proper for the diffe- 
rent quarters of the army, a can- 
non- bullet ſtruck the very place iſ 
from whence he had juſt removed. 
Another time ſome people were kil- 
led with a cannon-ſhot ſo near him, 
that his clothes were ſtained with 
their blood; and a third time, 2 
bullet pierced into his tent, and 
made a kind of circular motion, ve 
if it to ſeek the head of the pr 
king, as they ſay who find won- ta 
ders in every thing. In ſhort, Gu - no 
s Avus was very near diſprovingWre: 
the obſervation of CHARLES theMWlin 
fifth, who ſaid one day to one d pre 
his generals, who exhorted him notWhis 


there never was a king Gs by 4 
cannon- ſhot. 
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If, upon this, any one ſhould ima- 


gine that Gus r Avus had been ſor- 
ty to take the town without reſiſt- 
ance, he would certainly be miſtak- 
en: for by his letters he frequently 


exhorted the ſenators and citizens to 


ſurrender voluntarily, and not to 


wait for the ſad exttemities which 
they might apprehend. He endea- 
voured to intimidate them. He 
promiſed to grant them an, advan- 
tageous capitulation, and ſurely was 


not well pleaſed that they paid no 


regard to his ſummons, I am wil- 


ling to believe that this conduct 
proceeded, in fome meaſure, from 


his finding himſelf obliged to lay 


waſte a fine city, by his cannons 


and bombs, and to deſtroy many 
people: yet we muſt not doubt 
3 e 
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but that he had a more prevailing 


motive to it; and that was the ſav- 


ing of his time and preparations, 
which he might have employed to 
better purpoſe, had he ſoon been 
maſter of the town and citadel of 


Riga. Generals are glad to per- 


fuade the towns they beſiege, that 


their only motive in exhorting them 


to a timely ſurrender is their good- 


will towards the beſieged : but for i 
the moſt part clemency is not the 


motive to theſe exhortations, and 


the beſieged likewiſe do not beliex 


At. 


Though the king of Poland weg 
then ſtill at war with the Ottoman 


Porte, yet he ſent ſome troops to 
the relief of Riga, under the con- 
duct of prince CHRISTOPHER 


s 5 : 
9 . a cds - —_— — * * 
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RADZWIL., They approached the 


lines, but finding from ſome ſlight 
ſkirmiſhes that nothing could be 
done,” they quickly retired. The 


inhabitants were made to hope they 


ſhould ſoon be relieved, and this 


rendered them more obſtinate in 


rejecting any capitulation. 


At laſt Gus Av us, vexed to be 


| ſo long in taking a town, reſolved 


to ſpring the mines which were 
ready under the walls, at the ſame 


time to make a general affault, to 


expoſe the town to pillage, and af- 
terwards raze it to the foundation. 


But the prince, his brother, and 
the other great lords of the king- 


dom interceding for that town, ob- 
tained of the king that the inhabi- 


tants ſhould have notice of the de- 
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ſtruction which threatened them, 5 


ſolution. The magiſtrates and in- : 


they ſaved themſelves from a terri- iſ 


their heads. 
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ed them to come to their final re- 


habitants, having maturely confider- iſ 
ed the condition they were in, re- 
ſolved at laſt to ſurrender; and thus 


ble deſtruction which hung over 


The king uſed them with a ſin- Wn 
gular clemency, though their obſti- 2 
nacy had greatly provoked him, and i 
promiſed not only to allow them ſh 
the enjoyment of their liberty, but i 
likewiſe to augment their privi- o 
leges, provided they ſhould prove i 
as faithful to him, as they had been 
to the king of Poland, The Poles 


were not wanting to publiſh that Nef 
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I GusTAvus had made himſelf ma- 
Witcr of the town by means of a 
treacherous correſpondence, the fa- 


Whim having raiſed a ſedition in his 
behalf. Thus men endeavour to 
comfort themſelves in their diſgra- 
ces, by leſſening the glory of the e- 
Inemy who has beat them: yet as it 
cannot be denied but that there is 
very frequently ground for attribut- 
ing the taking of towns to the per- 
dy of their governors and inhabi- 
tants, it muſt likewiſe be owned 
That the vanquiſhed on many ocra- 
fions have recourſe very wrongfully 
Wo that weak conſolation, and would 
pe more equitable, if they beſtowed 


nemy, The taking of „ is one 
of theſe occaſians. 


Ein in the city which favoured 


rreater praiſe on the valour of their 


6g 
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After this important conqueſt, 


the king ſecured Mittau, the reſi- 


dence of the duke of Courland, 


foon after, he re-eſtabliſhed him in 
it on certain conditions, having con- 
cluded a truce for one year with the 
king of Poland. The city of Rigi 
appeared by its deputies in the 


ſtates-general of Sweden, ſummon. iO! 


ed to meet at Stockholm the fol- 
lowing year, and there took an oath 
of loyalty and allegiance to Gv- 
STAVUS. 


The truce ſeemed only to have 


been agreed upon, that both ſides 


might have time to- make great ar- 
maments. It appeared by the ſtep! 
which S1615MUND took, that he 
was reſolved to make great efforts 
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to invade Sweden. In effect, his 
preparations in Pruſſia were made 
with this view. To prevent this ir- 
I ruption, GusT Avus diſcufling ſome 
differences he had with the king of 
| Denmark, concerning the duties on 


the importation and exportation of 
merchandizes, demanded of him not 


to ſuffer S1GISMUND to levy men 
in Denmark, nor his ſhips to paſs 
the Streight. Not content with 
this, GusTAvus obtained an order 
in the ſtates of the kingdom, that 


the war ſhould be tranſported into 


Pruſſia, the better to ſecure to the 


Swedes their commerce in the Bal- 


tic; and becauſe the duties laid in 


the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and twenty, on cattle and ſown 
lands, were not a ſufficient fund for 
the charges of the war, it was mov- 
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| ed in the aſſembly of the ſaid Mates l 
that a new duty, till then unknown 


in Sweden, ſhould be laid on all {Mc 


proviſions conſumed in the king · N 
dom; and though this motion a 
firſt ſtartled moſt of the members, 
yet they agreed to it. It appeared 
that this kind of impoſt would bei 


leſs burdenſome to the inhabitants, 


and would produce a greater reve- 
nue, becaufe no perfon of whatever 
quality or condition would be ex. 


empt from it; and the more eaſily 
to obtain the conſent of all the or- 


ders, a promiſe was made that avi 


ſoon as this new duty ſhould be 


laid, the other extraordinary duties 
ſhould either be taken off, or leſ- 


ſened. Theſe promiſes are ver 
often made, but very rarely kept. 
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: Beſides, the king by a ſolemn e- 
dict took under his protection all 
{thoſe who ſhould be appointed to 


foreſeen that they would be expoſ- 
led to the fury of the populace, or 
would at leaſt bring upon them- 
ſelves a volley of imprecations and 
. Wabuſe. In this edict it was declar- 
Icd that all who ſhould uſe theſe 
perſons ill, eithe in deed or in word, 
ſhould be puniſhed with death, as 
diſturbers of the public peace, and 
violators of the royal edits; and 
becauſe it 1s very often uſeful to the 
Irrince, (that he may be ſupplied 
with money all at once) to farm 
out his taxes, and it is to be feared 
that the farmers and underfarmers 
ſuould ſtir up tumults among the 


collect this duty, for it was eafily 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
people, the king made another & 


dict in which he preciſely determin- 


ed what the farmer could exact 


without fraud, and when, and in 


what manner, he could exact it of 
every perſon, 1 5 


l obſerve all theſe things the bet- 


ter to ſhew the capacity and pru- 


dence of GusTavus; for it ap- 
pears that he well knew what he 
had to fear from the people, and 
what was fit to be done in order 
to bring them into his meaſures, 
and to prevent the greateſt inconve- 
niencies on both ſides. It is in vain 
to murmur; a kingdom cannot pol- 
ſibly preſerve its reputation abroad, 
and keep its neighbours in awe, it 


the ſovereign has not the funds in 


readineſs; but for this purpoſe mult 
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© heſe duties, under the protection of 
whe laws? It is true if we except the 
Firſt beginnings, the public * re- 
Euires much mote that laws ſhould 
Wc made againſt the exactor, to re- 

train his avafice, than laws to guard 
im againff any i inſult, 


; ® # © # 


vas the mote affecting, as Gus A- 
ros had no children” aid thus the 
ing of Poland ſeemed to have bet- 
er ptetenſſons, at leaſt fot a day to 


- Woe, TI hat king Was 4 terrible. 


retender, and it would be hard to 
me produced two kings ſo warlike 
Gusrayys and SIGISMUND, 
Y G 


chere not be duties and exactors ww: 


0 loſe! His 6000 brother; This loſs 


ind a houſe wWRicli has in the fame 
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one king of Sweden, and the other | 


intereſt which rendered their diffe 


leaſt, opportunity to treat of the 
foundation of their differences: al 
they could do, was to agree on a cel: 
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of Poland, both deſcended from the 
illuſtrious houſe of Vasa, and firſ 
couſins. The misfortune was tha 
they were on bad terms together 
and this. proceeded from reaſons 0 


rences irreconcilable. According 
we ſee that they never found th: 


ſation of arms. But though the 
agreed on a ceſſation, in order the 
better to examine the bottom d 
the affair, and to commence a de. 
cifive treaty of peace, they nevj 
came to that point; for the truce 
being expired, the buſineſs was ei 
ther to prolong it till for ſons 
time, or to renew the war. 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


The laſt of theſe two courſes was 
taken in the year one thouſand fix 
hundred and twenty three. Gu- 
r Avus not being willing to give 
his enemy the advantage of making 


harked in a fleet of ſixty-ſix fail 


and by this quick and bold expedi- 
jon he not only prevented S1G1S- 


arrying the war into Sweden, but 
likewiſe obliged him to demand the 
rolongation of the truce till the 


panted 1 15 1 


G2: 


ar out of his own country, em- 


hich he ſtationed near Dantzic, 


o from executing his deſign of 


rſt of June one thouſand fix hun- 
Ed and twenty five, wah was 


Among the racific actions of Gu- 
TAvus during this ceſſation of 
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arms, -hiſtorians make a particular 
mention of his hberalities to the u- 
niverſity of Upfal, to which he 
granted ſeyeral conſiderable fund 
for perpetuity, eyen from his own 
1624. patrimonial eſtate; which enabled 
| that unjyerſity to manga 9 4 gr 


| ary profeſſors and neceſſitous ſtu- 
ents. . 


de years after, he betas the 
univer! ity of Derpt i in Livonia; and 

| THR cop not be forgo by. hiſtori- 
„ Who, commonly, being men of 


— think it very incumbent on 
them to ümmortalige the honour 


which prigces do to learping by 
granting it their protection; and it 


may be ſaid that the more a prince 
performs praiſe-worthy actions, the 
more he ought to peceume che fe. 


GUSTAVUS Abo Hus. 


Wonly by the teſtimeny of their books 
that poſterity is acquainted. with the 
greateſt heroes. AUGUSTUS owes 
the greateſt part of his glory to the 
Intereſt he had made among the 
learned men of his court. Nothing 
therefore was more polite in G u- 
sr Avus than to gain by his boun- 
ties the love of a famous univerſity. 


It had been agreed upon between 
the kings of Sweden and Poland; 
that if during the truce which was 
to continue till the firſt of June one 


hve, a peace was not. concluded, 
one party could not attack the o- 
ther without having declared war 
on him two months before that firſt 
of June. Gus r Avus deſiring to 
3 


Jour of the learned, beeauſe it is 


thouſand ſiæ hundred and twenty 
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obſerve this condition, diſpatched a 
courier to the king of Poland to ac- 
quaint him that he would attack 
him at the end of the truce. He 
_ diſpatched him I fay, in the time a- 
greed upon; but the rigour of the 
feaſon ſo much retarded his jour- 
ney, that he did not finiſh it in two 
months before the truce was expir- 
cd. The Poles loudly complained 
of this want of fincerity; the Swedes 
excuſed themſelves by the badneſs 
of the roads, and complained in 
their turn of ſeveral things, and e- 
ſpecially of the little inclination 
which the king of Poland ſhewed 
towards a peace. The Poliſh am- 
baſſadors were of opinion that all 
manner of hoſtilities ought to ceaſe, 
whilſt the accommodation of the 
two Crowns was negotiating but 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 87 
chancellor OXENSTIERN who was 

lat the head of the Swediſh embaſſy, 
ſhewed that there was ſome artifice © 
lin requiring ſuch a ceſſation, while 
weden appeared to be in ſo good a 
condition to make great progreſs in 

he war, and repreſented the loſs 

his maſter would ſuffer, if he ne- 
glected fo favourable an opportuni- 

y, and waited peaceably till his e- 
nemy's troops were reinforced. In 

ſhort he required that ſeveral ar- 

cles ſhould be granted to him, be- 

fore he would promiſe a ceſſation 

dt hoſtilities, 1 


The Poles giving no poſitive an- 
wer, but inveighing againſt the 
conduct of Sweden both in their 
pecches and writings, GuUsT Avus 
clolved to anſwer them with ſword. 
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fortune bad acquired him a: great 


the more eaſily paſſed as the com- 
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in hand, and as his valour and good- 


authority in his kingdom, he ob- 
tained: of the ſtates all the aſſiſtance 
he deſired. They augmented the 
tax on cattle, and laid a new duty 
on all milled grains, a duty which 


mon people ſaw that it would lie 
heavier on the rich than the poor. 
Beſides all this, the ſtates- general of 
tke kingdom made an act for keep- 
ing a ſettled number of troops, and 
promiſed the king a ſum af money 
for the maintenance of land and ſea 
forces. 


With ſo many. good helps, Gu- 
sT Avus, finding himſelf in a con- 
dition to make a Ponrerful irrupti- 
on inta his enemy's dominions,, ſet 
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fil for Lavonia, with a fleet of 
ſerentyrſix ſhips, and in a ſhort time 
(drove the Pales from all the places 
which they ſtill held in that pro- 
Ivince, from the important fort of. 
Kokenhuſen, from Felburg, Dune- 
burg, Niddorp and Darge, He qiſ- 
covered the intelli 
Poles had in the city of Riga, and 
totally defeated the young 8218 
na, Whe, With more courage than 
1; udence, had dared to face Gy- 


e which the 


STAyUs. He Paſſed the Dwina, 


entered * Lnia, and ſciged on PO 


wol, whither the Coſſacks had re- 


tied, after having made ſome in- 
curſions on the Swedes, and he took 
the ſtrong town of Birſen, where 
he found more than ſixty pieces of 

cannon, He returned through Cour» 
land and the province of Semigalia. 
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ſeized on Mittau, Bouſchia, and ſe- 
veral other places, and did not for- 
get in ſo great a train of ſucceſs, to 


preſs SIGISMUND to an accommo- 
dation. 


This is not Wiptiäng, GusTa- 
vus, having a very ſolid Judgment, 
well knew that the proper time for 
a prince to make peace is the time 
of his enemy's ill fortune; for if he 
cannot entirely ruin him, he does 
better to ſecure his conqueſts by a 
good treaty, while his enemy is 
weak and unfortunate, than hazard 
them by continuing the war, the 
event of which repeated experience 
ſhews to be very uncertain. Thus 
we ſee that worſted princes general- 
ly defer an accommodation with the 
victor as long as they can; which 
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ſucceeds ſometimes well, ſometimes 
ill, there being no fixed and certain 
rule of human actions. 


Gus rAvvs, therefore, judging 
that he had now a favourable time 
of making peace, ſent ſafe- guards to 
the ambaſſadors of the king of Po- 
land, by meſſieurs HaRwiTs and 
HoRN, and by SAaLvivs, great ſub- 
delegate of chancellor OxENsT1- 
FRN in the conferences of peace. 
But for the very fame reaſon that 
Gus Avus defired the renewal of 
the conferences, $1GISMUND deſir- 
ed nothing leſs, ſo that they were 
obliged to turn their thoughts to 
the war, and Gus Avus, no doubt, 
brave as he was, ſoon reſolved up- 
on it. 
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The everit convinged the King of 
Poland that his hopes that fortunt 
would quit Gust Avus, were vain, 
The Lithuanian troops comriianded 
by general SA IEHA, anck reinfor: 
ced ith feveral regiments of Col. 


facks, Huſlars, Heyducks, and Ger- I 


mans, thought themſeſves ſure of 
the victory, if they could engage 
the enemy in the open field. Bit 
the Swedes defeated them in a plai 
of the province of Semigalia, neat 
Walonia, and taught them to know 
Gus r ævus better. Upon this oc- 
caſion Gos r Avus ſhewed them that 
he was none of thoſe warriors whole 
talent is confined to one only man- 
ner of fighting, and who being ft 
for t taking towns, are not capable 
of winning a field battle, or who 
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being able to ſucceed in places ful! 
of defiles and mountains, know not 
how to fight in a plain and open 
country. | 


On that day he performed all the 
duties of an able and courageous 
F-cneral, and gained ſo memorable a 
tory, that we may juſtly wonder 


hy hiſtorians have not more exact- 
preſerved the memory of it. But 
\ Wcrbaps the laſt campaigns of Gu- 
{$7 4vus have appeared to them ſo 
, W'orious, that they have faved all 


their abilities to ſpeale worthily of 
hem, without much minding the 
eſt, Count TuRN who command- 
d the right wing, and Gus TA- 
vs Horn, who commanded the 
eft, acquired great praiſe in that 
battle. 
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This new victory made no change 
either in the diſpoſition of GusTa- 
vus towards a peace, or the repug- 
nancy of SIGISMUND to treat with 
a victorious enemy; ſo that the 
king of Sweden reſolved to try 
whether by diſtreſſing him more, 
he could not at laſt oblige Poland 
to terminate - the differences be- 

tween the two kingdoms. It is not 
| ſurpriſing that Gos Avus ſo eu- 
neſtly deſired to put an end to that 
quarrel; for beſides the reaſon which 
J have already mentioned, he loved 
his ſubjects, and was tenderly lov- 
ed by them, and as he knew that 
SIGISMUND. and his deſcendants 
would, on all occaſions, proteſt a. 
gainſt the excluſion which the ſtates * 
of Sweden had given them, and 0 
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thus that Poland would never want 
a plaufible pretence for making war 
againſt the Swedes, he would have 
been glad to extirpate the ſeeds of 
| thoſe troubles, and to give his coun- 
try peace on that quarter, as well 
for the preſent, as for the time to 
come, For this end he deſired to 
ſettle the pretenſions of 81018 
MUND, and to fix them in ſuch a 
manner by a decifive treaty, that 
the ſucceſſion to the crown of Swe 
den might certainly be known, 
without being continually expoſed 
to the viciſſitudes of fortune, and 
to the chance of a war between the 
| two rivals. 


-In order to reduce the king of 
5 Poland to the neceflity of entering 


a once for all into a treaty on his pre- 
H 2 | | 
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It was poſſeſſed for a long time by 


that order having carried them ſo 


ſelves at the expence of their neigh- 
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tenſions, the king of Sweden thought 
fit to carry the war into Pruflia 
This is the name of a very conhi- 
derable province, fituated between 
Pomerania, the Baltic ſea, Poland, 
Lithuania, Livonia, and Courland, 


the knights of the Teutonic order, 
whoſe valour and power appear in 
hiſtory with luſtre. But that power 
fell at laſt by the two moſt general 
cauſes of the overthrow of human 
grandeur, namely by vanity and cor- 
ruption of manners. The pride of 


far as to aim at aggrandizing them- 


nn a a5 a _. co 


bours, created them enemies, which 
ruined them; and the debauchery 
of the knights rendered them ſo o- 
dious both to Cop and man, that 
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the Pruſſians were glad to get rid of 
ſuch maſters. Accordingly when 
| JaGELLON, great duke of Lithua- 
nia, and afterwards king of Poland, 
whom they had dared to provoke, 
had chaſtiſed them in a terrible 
manner, though they did not a- 
mend for all that, the Pruſſians 
ſhook off their yoke, and ſubmitted 
to CASIMIR the third, king of Po- 
land, 5 0 


Yet the order was not aboliſhed; 
for the great maſter Lewis of Er- 
tichauſen having gained a victory o- 
ver CASIMIR, made an agreement 
with him in the year one thouſand 
four hundred and fixty fix, by which 
he yielded the weſtern Pruſſia to 
the crown of Poland, and held the 
eaſtern Pruſſia in loyalty and ho- 
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mage to the ſaid crown. Aſter thi 


| becauſe the great maſter ALBERT 
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manner the eaſtern Pruffia became 
a fief of the crown of Poland, but 


of Brandenburg refuſed to pay the 
homage which he owed to king 81 
GISMUND, his uncle, the orfger was 
ſuppreſſed and converted into an he- 
reditary duchy, dependent on the 
crown of Poland, with which Ar- 
BERT of Brandenburg was inveſted 
in the year one thouſand five hun- 
dred and twenty five. This is now 
called ducal Pruſſia, to diſtinguiſh 
it from royal ruſſia, which be- 
longs to Poland fince the year one 
thouſand four hundred and ſixty i 
fix. The former belongs to the e- 
lectors of Brandenburg fince the 
year one thouſand fix hundred and 
eleven, But the elector FREDI- Wh: 
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ric WILLIAM F, full of life and 
[of glory even to this day, has en- 
voyed the ſovereignty of it ever ſince 
the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and fifty ſeven. I thought this lit- 
tle hiſtorical digreſſion would not 
be diſagreeable to the reader. 


Pp me er cz - I 


From what I have juſt faid, it 
appears, that when the king of 
Sweden went into Pruſſia, it be- 
longed partly to Poland, and part- 
ly to the eletor of Brandenburg. 
GusTAvUs offered the latter a neu- 
trality, and was glad that he accept- 


* Frederic William, cleor of Brandenburg, and 
C firſt ſovereign duke of Pruſſia, died on the twenty- 
ninth of April one thouſand fix hundred and eighty 
tight. Therefore, as that prince was living when 
Mr. Bayle compoſed his Hiſtorical Difcourſe on the 
life of Guſtavus Adolphus, he muſt have written it 
before the year one thouſand fix hundred and cighty 
agkt. | . 
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ed it; but for the greater precauti. 
on he demanded of him the port of 
Pillaw, as a pledge of his promiſe, 
and it was granted him. This pon 
was very ſerviceable to Gus Avus 
for exacting great contributions from 
the Dantzickers, Soon after he made 
himſelf maſter of Frawemberg and 
Braunſberg, from whence he en- 
pelled the Jeſuits, and fent their l- 
brary to the univerſity of Upſal; but 
it was not a compenſation to the 
Proteſtants for the library of the e- 
lector Palatine, which had been ſent 
to Rome ſome years befoie; for 
there was no compariſon between 
theſe two libraries, 


I know not whether the Jeſuits 
whom GusTavus had expelled 
from Riga in the year one thouſand 


ot 
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ry one, were 


if {Worry to be treated in chat manner 
„by a Proteſtant prince. As they 
i {Ware neither ſaid to be very humble, 


nor very diſintereſted, it is probable 
m they were not much grieved to be 
e Nuſed with that diſtinction, and to 


have ſo fine a pretence of glorying 


ties bear an ill will. It is certain 
they turn every thing to their own 
adyautage, and ſo magnify their 
loſſes, repreſenting themſelves to the 
world as the ſole victims ſacrificed 
to the fury of ſectaries, that they 
get more wealth than they have 
loſt, But it is equally certain that 
GusTAvus did not expel them 
ts through a ſpirit of perſecution; he 
> expelled them, becauſe he had been 
d informed that they meddled in too 


that it is to them chiefly the Here- 


"At d in a conquered 
town were obnoxious to a prince 
whom they deemed an heretic, 
They are thercfore in the wrong to 
glory ſo much that the Proteſtant 
hate them more than the reſt d 
their communion. The moſt in- 
telligent perſons of their churd 
have been ſenſible that the true 
cauſe of the averſion which the Pro 
teſtants bear them, is not a matte! 
which they have reaſon to boaſt ol 


But let us return to Gus TAvus. 


He was already one of thoſe war 
riors whoſe name alone ſtrikes the 
enemy with terror, and prevent 
ſtrong towns from preparing for 1 
defence, Accordingly the repo 
of his arrival having been ſpread 
throughout all Poliſh Pruſſia, in 
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zery ſhort time Varmia, Ravenſ⸗ 
durg, Elbing, Marienburg, Stum, 


to nd the two ifles lying above Dant- 
tic, between the branches of the 
of MViſtula and the Nagpth, all fell 
n- Wnto his hands. I am willing to be- 
chere that the abſence of S1G1s- 


MUND, and a ſecret jealouſy be- 
zen his generals, contributed to 


Notwithſtanding, it is certain that 
e principal glory of his ſucceſs is 
due to his diligence, his vigour, and 
the reputation he had acquired by 


Poing before him, aſtoniſhed his e- 
iemies, and prepared them to ſub- 
mit: beſides he had very good 
troops, and officers of conſummate 
xXperience, whom the example and 


xriſtburg, Brodnitz, Wormitz, 


e ſucceſs of the king of Sweden. 


s great exploits; his reputation 
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glory of ſo great a king inſpired with Nd 
a courage and ardour, capable of Wc: 
ſurmounting the greateſt difficul. N fei 
tles. | In 
- | to 
The taking of Dantzic would Ned 
have greatly augmented the glory of {Wii 
the king of Sweden. Nevertheleß ke 
he did not attack that flouriſhing his 
City, perceiving that he had neither {Wcr 
troops, nor ſtrength enough to ſub- Wh! 
due it. He was contented not to ¶tic 
have that town againſt him, and to Writ 
threaten it from time to time, in Meet 
order to draw the greateſt advantage bit 
from it, which he could, and to {Wh 
render it uſeleſs to the king of Po- the 
land. But the inhabitants proud of Ni 
their riches, and full of themſelves, Maid 
did not grant to Gus Avus all he {kin 


demanded. This obliged him to 
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draw near them with his army, af- 
ter he had paſſed the Viſtula and 
ſized on Dirſchaw, which he put 
in a ſtate of defence, He ſignified 
to the Dantzickers that he expect- 


ed that all their ſhips ſhould pay 


him a tribute; that they ſhould 
keep a perfect neutrality, furniſh 
him with proviſions for money, and 
ſend out of their harbour all Poliſh 
ſhips. They agreed to all theſe ar- 


ticles except the laſt; and not to ir- 


nitate GusTAvus by too blunt a 


refuſal of it, they ſent deputies to 


him ſeveral times, to lay before 
Fhim their reaſons. By this means 


they carried their principal end, 


which was to amuſe GusTAvvus, 
and gain time, till the arrival of the 
king of Poland; for whom they de- 
igned to declare openly, as ſoon as 
1 
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ſome time after in Pruſſia, with a 


many towns and caſtles, and the 
1mpetuous courſe of Gus'TAvus' 
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they could do it, without putting 
themſelves too much in danger. 


In effect, SiG6IMUND arrived 


conſiderable army. The loſs of ſo 


victories had given him a cruel vex- 
ation, and raiſed in him an immo- 
derate deſire of revenging himſzlf, 
Having therefore brought together IN 
about twenty thouſand men, he en- 
camped at Graudentz; whercupon 
the Dantzickers eſpouſed bis partyMhi: 
ſo warmly, that they laid fiege fo 
Pautſke, where Gus Avus had the 
garriſon, and made themſelves ma- 


ſters of it; upon this likewiſe the 
Swedes treated them as enemies tha 
and did them great miſchief. the 
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After ſome attempts on Mariem- 
burg, and the caſtle of Munden, 


which were very unfortunate to 


hat he ſhould loſe all his reputati- 
on, if he ſtayed longer in Pruſſia 
without doing any thing, decamp- 
d from Graudentz, and having paſ- 
ſed the Viſtula, laid ſiege to Mew, 


in the ſmall province of Pomereillia. 
He knew Gusr Avus too well to 


doubt of his coming to the relief of 
he beſieged. He therefore fortified 
himſelf upon an eminence, by which 
the Swedes muſt neceffarily "—_ in 
their way to Mew. 


WW Gusravus having drawn near 
fat poſt, to attempt the relief of 
the place, was very much annoyed 

I 2 


the Poles, S1G1$MUND knowing 
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ground to be viewed, and under. 
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by the enemies cannon; but thi 
only increaſed his deſire to force 
their intrenchments. Having there 
fore ſecured himſelf againſt the in. 
ſults of the Poles, he ordered the 


ſtood that there was a ſmall by. ta 
path which led to the ſummit g 


the eminence, They were forced" 


order to reach it. Nevertheleſs, in 


nothing which courage and fidel- 


. MusTEN had the charge of this a 


rather to climb than to walk, in he 


a ſhort exhortation he made the ſol 
diers, to ſhew them that there b 


ty cannot compaſs, he ſo animated 
them, that they earneſtly deſired to 
march. Count Tu RN and gener 


fair. They conducted it ſo wiſely 
that they gained the eminence, tit 
ſoldiers having helped themſelves vl 
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by ſome branches of trees. They 
immediately killed the centinels and 
all they met, and were intrenching 
themſelves on the eminence, when 
they were warmly attacked by the 
Poliſh troops. The fight was main- 
tained for two hours with great vi- 
gour, and the advantage was on 
the fide of general Mosr EN, for 
he put the enemy to flight; not- 
withſtanding, when they returned 
to the charge, count Tux retired, 
not to fly, but to gain a more fa- 
vourable place. He was purſued, 
the fight began a-freſh, and the 
Swedes boaſt of having ſlain a great 
number of the enemy. Was it o- 
therwiſe, they cannot be denied the 
glory of having relieved the place, 
ince $1GISMUND raiſed the ficge of 


lew. 
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Soon after he ſeemed to be di. 
poſed towards an accommodation. 
They agreed on a place where the 
deputies of the two crowns ſhou r 
confer on that important affair; bu Nc 
their conference came to nothing, r 
The deputies having come out df 
their tents, obſerved one another fa n 
a long time; without opening ther tt 
lips, or ſo much as ſaluting one - 


mother. Each of them was afraill fi 


left he ſhould not ſupport the ho- tc 
nour of his maſter with a becoming te 
gravity, Thus they were to talen 
great care not to advance faſter than w 
the deputies of the other party, and t 
not begin to pay civilities. At lM to 
after ſeveral grave ſteps, ſeveral mi- 
jeſtic looks, and a long filence, ff 
SCHEMUK1, one of the Poliſh ami «1 
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baſſadors, being probably tired of a 


countenance ſo forced, and ſo uſe- 
eſs to the deſign which had brought 
them -thither, opened the confe- 
rence, and demanded for his maſter 


conditions which were abſolutely 


rejected, They prepared therefore 
for war. KoNIECKSPOLSKI, a fa- 


mous Poliſh general, formed an en- 


terprize on Dirſchaw, but Gus A- 


vos having thrown men and provi- 


ſions into that place, obliged him 
to retire with loſs. The other at- 
tempts which the king of Poland 
made on Mew and Mariemburg 
were not more fucceſsful. Thus 
the campaign was. * 3 
to the Swedes. 


To complete his happineſs, G u- 
sr Avus became a father near the 
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kingdom. In effect, this daughter 
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end of this ſame year one thouſand 
fx hundred and twenty fix; it wa Wl: 
indeed only of a daughter: but a ſh 
the ſtates of Sweden had already de- 

clared the daughters of the poſterity 
of CHARLES the' ninth capable of 
ſucceeding to the crown, and a 
they renewed the ſame decree at 
this time, GusTAvus had no long- 
er the grief not to ſee an heir to his 


of whom the queen of Sweden was 
delivered on the eighth of Decem- 
ber one thouſand ſix hundred and 
twenty fix ſucceeded him, and has 
at leaſt been as much known as Gu- 
ST Avus, under the famous name of 
CHRISTINA, 


What obliged: the ſtates to de- 
clare CHRISTINA. heireſs of the 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


ingdom ſoon after her birth, was 
that they obſerved S1G1sMUND to 
be more proud and more inflexible, 
under pretence that there was no 
prince in Sweden who could ſucceed 
GusTravus. Therefore, in order 


ceſſor at hand, in the perſon of an 
infant newly born. | 


This was not the only reſolution 
which the ſtates took at that time, 
in order to humble the pride of S1- 
GISMUND; they came to ſeveral o- 
thers which ought to mortify him 
full more: for GusTAvus having 


laid before them the conditions of 


peace which he had propoſed to the 
king of Poland, they reſolved that 


no better conditions ought to be of- 


to humble that pride, they thought 
fit to ſhew him that they had a ſuc- 
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108 GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUsS 
fered to him, and that if he did na 


accept theſe, the war ought to he 


continued with greater vigour that | 
ever. And the better to ſucceed in 


it, they promiſed the king not on) 
the neceſſary ſupplies of money, but 
alſo their perſonal fervices and ther 
lives. In this we muſt admire the 


conduct and good fortune of Gy- 
sT Avus: for whereas in feveral| 
kingdoms, the aſſemblies of the 


Rates are only theatres of diſputes, 
where nothing is ever concluded, 
but after a thouſand complaints, 
and a thoufand reproaches, the 
ſtates of Sweden, meeting almoſt 


annually in the reign of GusTa- 
vus, perfectly agreed to furniſh him 
with whatever he defired, and even 


prevented his deſires. This is very 
remarkable; but it will appear more 


GUSTAVUS/ ADOLPHUS.. 


ſo, when we..confider that it was 
eceſſary to obtain the conſent of 
the deputies to the continuation, 
and even very often to the augmen- 
tation of the ſtate of the war, and 
that their buſineſs was almoſt al- 
ays to provide for new levies of 
ſoldiers, and new equipments of 
Beets. This good fortune. muſt be 


USTAY Us, who perſuaded his ſub- 
jets that he deſired nothing ſo much 
as an end of the war, and that all 


gers to which he expoſed himſelf, 
were only directed to that end, but 
that he had to do with an enemy 
who aimed at nothing leſs than in- 
vading the whole kingdom, and ex- 
tirpating the Proteſtant religion out 
of it: 2, To the glory he had ac- 


attributed, 1. To the addreſs: of 


lhe pains he took, and all the dan- 


reign contents himſelf with the do- 


know not what admiration. mixed 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


quired; for though the conqueſts of 
a king are generally very uſeleſs to 
his ſubjects, and though it is indif. 
ferent to them whether their ſove- 


minions of his anceſtors, or extend; 
them, yet they are taken with! 


with love of their prince, when he 
renders himſelf famous over the f 
whole world. The Te Deums which Nie 
they frequently hear, and the bon- or 


_ fires they make for the taking of Wo 
| towns, or gaining of battles, diſpoſe 


them more chearfully to contribute 
to the charges of the war. And fr 
it is has been very well obſerved, 
that though valour is not the virtue 
of women, yet they prefer ſoldiers 
to all other men, ſo it may be faid, 
that though the conqueſts of a mo- 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
arch are not the affair of his peo- 


ore ſatisfaction for the ſake of a 
arlike prince, than for the ſake of 
ny other, | 


Gus TAvus, before he took the 
eld, did two things which ſhew 
is humanity, and the care he took 
f his ſubjects. He publiſhed an e- 
lit in favour of thoſe who were 
orced to leave their country on ac- 
ount of their religion. He offer- 
| them a ſure retreat in his own 
lominions, and promiſed them a 
general exemption from all public 
uties. As theſe unhappy people 
ere very numerous, by reaſon of 
e furious and tyrannical zeal with 
ich the emperor was wretchedly 


wh 


le, yet they ruin themſelves with 


vliciſed, ſeveral of them took the 
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and this rendered his 9 ll 


fully to examine the propoſal which 


bliſhing a company to trade to the 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 


benefit of GusTAvus's generoſity, 
more flouriſhing. 

Beſides, he deſired the a 
had been laid before him, for eſis 


Weſt-Indies. That company wa 
eſtabliſhed ; but the ſucceſs did not 
anſwer the hopes which had bea 
conceived of it. In this, however, 
we muſt praiſe the virtue of thi 
great prince, who was moved 9 
make this new eſtabliſhment, on 


by the facility which he haped fron” 


it of inſtructing the Infidels, ant 
promoting the benefit of the what 
kingdom, 


In the ſpring of the followin 


KY 
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ear Gos r Avus returned to Pruſſia, 
xing reſolved to conquer the haugh- 
ineſs of the Dantzickers. For this 
Þurpoſe he paſſed into one of the 
les of the Viſtula, where they had 
everal forts, and attacked the prin- 
pal one. He would certainly have 
ken it, had not a muſket-ſhot 
hich he received in his belly, for- 
ed him to abandon that enterpriſe. 
This diſgrace was largely recompen- 
ed by the advantage which the 
wedes gained at Keſmarck, a fort 
yhere the Poles had a garriſon. 
They were diſlodged from it, and 
mmediately after a detachment of 
be Poliſh army, which came to re- 
eve the garriſon, was defeated, 


Some time after there was a ſharp 
W&22agement between the two armies 


: 2 


*N 


cut to pieces, had not the cavaly 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 


at Dirſchaw, where the Sweda|iM | 
were encamped. The Poliſh nf 
fantry having attacked them, wen 
fo warmly received by GusT Av 
t 
[ 
a 


cavalry, that they would have be 


of the king of Poland come to thei 
aſſiſtance, The Poles being ſupe- 


rior in number could not be repul- 


ed but with difficulty; yet they ti 
were repulſed, and had not Guo 
sT Avus been dangerouſly woundedl g 
with a fauconet-ſhot, while he ] 
viewing from an eminence the king 
of Poland's camp, it is very probe ti 
ble that the Swedes would eitbeſ f ne 
have cut the Poles to pieces, or pu 
them to flight. ed 
EY | de 
On this occafion the principal oF 
ficers of the army, having chance m 
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lor OXENSTIERN at their head, 
made a moſt humble remonſtrance 


| to the king, intreating his majeſty 


to have more care of his perſon 


than he had hitherto had. They 


repreſented to him that his life was 


abſolutely neceſſary for the good of 
the whole kingdom, and therefore 
that he ought to preſerve it with 
the ſame care as he did the welfare 
of his ſubjects, for whom he had ſa 
great a tenderneſs. Gus Avus an- 
ſwered that he was ſenſible of this 
mark of their affection; but told 
them at the ſame time that he did 
not believe himſelf to be ſo neceſſa- 
ry to his kingdom as they repreſent- 
ed, and was perſuaded that after his 
death, the providence of Gop would 
diſplay itſelf for Sweden in the fame 
manner as it had hitherto done; 
"i 4 
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| *© Gop hath committed this charge 


made leſs impreſſion than che an- 


ring the greateſt pain in ſuch a man- 


likewiſe exhorted him to take more 
care of himſelf for the future, Gu» 


© to me, continued he, neither fear 
* nor ſloth muſt make me negled 
* it; and what can happen more ſc 
«glorious to me than to loſe ny e 
* life in fighting for the glory of In 


© Gor, and the good of my ſub- ſt! 


* jets?? The event has but too fi! 
well ſhewn that the remonſtrance WW” 


ſwer. 

His courage ſupported: bim du- 
ner, that he then preſerved all hi 
preſence of mind, and even his gaie- 


ty; for his phyſician not contented 
to conſider the wound, but having 


sT Avus, ſmiling, exhorted him i 
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is turn not to meddle in another 
an's profeſſion, which he expreſſed 
in the Latin proverb ne ſutor ultra 
crepidam. Another time his ſur- 
geon not being able to take the 
muſket- balls out of a wound which 
they had made, let them continue 
there, ſaid he, as an illuſtrious monu- 
ment of a life which has not been 
ſpent in floth and idleneſs, alluding, 
no doubt, toa ſaying of ALEXAN= 
DER the Great. 

As GusTAvus was the ſoul of 
bis army, we are not to imagine 
chat it did any thing conſiderable, 
WW vhilc he could not act by reaſon of 
his wounds. The Swedes were 
content to obſerve the Poles, who 
likewiſe did nothing remarkable du- 
ing the reſt of that campaign, 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 
though the emperor had ſent then 


| ſome auxiliary troops commanded 


by the duke of Holſtein, A peac: 
was propoſed, and there was room 


to hope that it would be acceptel 


by both parties, when the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador came to break all ther 
meaſures, He had his own ends, 


the houſe of Auſtria began to fear 


GusTavvus, and it was their inte. 


"Teſt to neglect nothing to keep hin 


at variance with Poland. The Sp 
niſh ambaſſador, guided by this 


principle, flattered $1615MUND with 
a thouſand vain hopes. He promil- 
ed him a fleet of twenty-four men 


of war, ten thouſand ſoldiers, and 
two hundred thouſand crowns it 
money, which, in his opinion, would 
render him maſter of Sweden. Sls 


 GISMUND was credulous enough 10 


— 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


give into the ſnare, and reckoned 
that the following campaign would 
make him king of Sweden. He 
therefore would not hearken to any 
peace, and by this means Gus A- 
vus had another expedition to make 
into Pruſſia in the year one thou- 
ſand ſix hundred and twenty eight. 


1 — —— — 


It was always his maxim to make 


there fore made haſte this year to re- 


Poles deſigned to carry the war into 
his own dominions. His thoughts 
were chiefly bent upon humbling 
the proud city of Dantzic, from 
whence SIGISMUND drew his beſt 
ſupplies for the war which had for 


ſome time continued in royal Pruſ- 


war in the enemy's country. He 


turn into Pruſſia, knowing that the 


ba, With this view, before he em- 
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barked, he publiſhed an ediq, 
wherein he declared that he would 
confiſcate all ſhips belonging to 
Dantzic, which carried contraband 
goods, and that, with regard to 
merchandiſes of another ſort, he 
would not ſuffer any to be brought 
into that city, without paying a cer. 
tain duty to the ſhips which he 
ſhould keep at the entry of the 
Viſtula; this ſhews that he did not 
prepare to take the city, but only 
to humble it. GusTAves's firſt . 
approaches were ſucceſsful; for hs My, 
fleet meeting with ſeven Dantzie Nb. 
ſhips between the town and the lc; 
mouth of the river, took three or 
four of them, and ſunk one. What 
followed did not anſwer. this happy 
beginning, for a very ſmall numbet h 


of Poliſh ſhips beat forty Swedillv Ws 


a= Ta. c 
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againſt them, finding he had twen- 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
The aſſaults made on ſome forts of 
Dantzic were ſo vigorouſly repul- 
ſed, that the Swedes loſt a great 
many men, whereas the Poles re- 
covered Pot ſke id Mew, without 
any loſs. Theſe diſgraces were 
ſomewhat leflened by the ſurpriſing 
of one of the iſles of the Viſtula, 
where the Swedes got twenty braſs 


The Poles, perceiving their ad- 
rantages were not yet deciſive, en- 
deavoured to bring on a pitched 
battle. For this purpoſe they en- 
camped pretty near the Swedes, and 
had ſeveral ſkirmiſhes with them. 
GusTAvUs, who could not bear to 
be inſulted by the enemy, eſpecial- 
ly when he was able ta make head 
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ty-four thouſand foot, two thou- 
ſand horſe, and three thouſand arch- 


ers, drew up his army in battalia, 


to ſhew the Poles that he was as 
willing as they to come to a general 


engagement. They engaged and 


fought vigoronſly; but while Gv- 
STAVUS was bearing the efforts of 
the Poliſh army, and amuling them 
with a part of his troops, he ſent 
the beſt of his horſe and foot, by a 


ſide-way, to attack the enemy in 


the rear; and by this march, well 
concerted and well executed, he put 
the Poles in diſorder, ſlew three 
thouſand of them, wounded Kon1: 
ECKPOLSK1, the beſt of their ge- 
nerals, took four of their field-pic- 
ces, fourteen colours, and returned 
victorious to his camp, with 
much the more glory, as the loſs of 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


ſeveral of his men ſhewed that the 
advantage had been obſtinately dif- 
puted, 25 5 


Fd 


The city of Dantzic now began 
to be apprehenſive, becauſe after 
the battle it was more ſtraitened 
both from.ſea and land. In effect, 
GusTAvus was chiefly intent upon 
 W Dantzic, after he had gained that 
advantage over the Poliſh army. 
He ordered eight great men of war 
| WH continually to cruize upon the coaſt, 
that nothing might enter into the 
town while he drew as near it as 
WW poſiible with his army. The inha- 
bitants who defired above all things 

to have the ſea open, and who were 
| WW befides very good ſeamen, were 
Wl chiefly bent upon attacking theſe 
Wl gat ſhips, They attacked them 
Bo 


3 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPH Us. 
with ten of theirs, and after an en- 
gagement of three hours, put four 
of them to flight, made themſelves 
maſters of the admiral-ſhip, and 
would have alſo taken the vice-ad- 
miral, had not he, who commanded 
it, blown it up, to'deprive the ene- 
my of the pleaſure and advantage 
of that capture. The Swedes loſt MW: 
four hundred men, and the com- Mc 
mander of their fleet. It is eaſy to MW: 


imagine with what vexation and re- 


fentment Gus Avus was tranſport- Ne. 
ed, when he ſaw that merchants M1 
(for thus monarchs treat thoſe re- ſc: 


publics which apply to commerce) Wat 
triumphed over his ſhips, and led Mz 


his admiral into their harbour, to m 
the view of all the citizens, and Not 
a monument of their victory. But I 


how could all this be helped? The He 


GUSTAVUS ADOEPHUS: 
beſt courſe that could be taken was 


unqueſtionably to ſend other ſhips 


in their room, inſtead of repining 
to no. purpoſe; and this is what 


GusTAvus did. 


He ſent twelve ſhips to the mouth 
of the Viſtula to block up the town 
again on that ſide; by this means 
commerce began to be eſtabliſhed 
at Koningſberg, a town in ducal 
Pruſſia, and to diminiſh in proporti- 
on at Dantzic, Theſe twelve ſhips, 


not content to cruize, attacked the 


enemy's. fleet upon the Viſtula, and 
after an engagement which laſted 
à whole day, they made themſelves 


maſters of one of the largeſt ſhips 


of Dantzic, called the Dutch houſe.” 

Vet they did not carry her off, be- 

aule a lighted match falling by 
La - 
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chance into the powder magazine 
blew up the ſhip; but thereby they 
gained more than they Joſt, for the 
conſternation which ſeized the ene- 
my at the diſmal fight of it, oblig- 
ed them to fly, and their admiral- 
ſhip foundered on a ſand-bank, 
where ſhe was entirely deſtroyed by 
the Swediſh cannon, 
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In the mean time the king having 
occupied ſeveral poſts around the ci- 
ty, had, with great labour, paſſed a 
moraſs about three German leagues 
long, and built three bridges of 
boats to bring over his army into 4 
foreſt, from whence he preſſed the 
city more cloſely; and then at laſt Ne 
the inhabitants were no longer op 
proud. The magiſtrates were afraid I y 
of a: ſedition among the populace, i. 


cus rAvus ADOLPHUS. 


becauſe the ſtop put to commerce, 
and the blockade of the town, had 
made want ſucceed that plenty and 


were accuſtomed, and for this rea- 
ſon they preſſed the king of Poland 
to make peace with Sweden. 8S1- 
GISMUND had all the motives in the 
world to a peace; but what might 
chiefly induce him to it was, that 
the promiſes of the Spaniſh ambaſ- 
ſador proved vain and fruitleſs; for 
o far were twenty-four men of war 
from coming to his aſſiſtance, that 
on the contrary he was obliged to 
ſend nine of thoſe which lay before 
Dantzic to WALSTEIN, who then 


provinces near the Baltic. This 
was doubly prejudicial to Dantzic, 
„. As it weakened the naval forces 
1 4 


affluence to which the Dantzickers 


commanded for the emperor in the 


mous city of Dantzic was preſerved, 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


of that city: 2. As it irritated 3. 
gainſt them the king of Denmark; 
for WALSTEIN employed theſe nine 
ſhips to maintain the unjuſt domi. 
nion which he had uſurped in the 
Baltic, and to diſturb the two 
northern kingdoms, © =» 


CHRISTIAN the fourth revenge 
himſclf by permitting his ſubjects to 
feize all ſhips belonging to Dantzic, 
and all ſhips trading to that place, 
Notwithſtanding all this, the fa- 


The rains came to its relief; the Mt! 


Viſtula overflowed with fo great MW"! 


force, that it broke all the bridges; N 
whereby the ſeveral quarters of the 
Swediſh army were deprived of. 


communication and proviſions, Ti It 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
waters having ſubſided, the Swedes 
were obliged to leave 'that place, 
and comfort themſelves in their re- 
treat as well as they could, by tak- 
ing, with an immenſe booty, New- 
emburg on the Viſtula, and Straſ- 
berg on the frontiers of the king- 
. 


Newemburg was re- taken ſome 
time after, and the covetouſneſs of 
the ſoldiers was the occaſion of it. 
As they found a great deal of booty 
in thoſe parts, they diſperſed and 
did not keep a good guard, ſo that 
the Poles, falling upon them in a 
village, flew many of them. They 
who eſcaped retired into the city, 
and promiſed to ſurrender it, if the 
Poles would fave their lives, The 
Poles promiſed they would, and at- 
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
terwards put them to the ſword, 
Then Gusr Avus, ſo much the 


more irritated againſt the Poles, as 


they had broken the law of nations, 
made incurſions even to the gates of 
Warſaw, and overthrew whatever 
oppoſed him. Among the priſon- 
ers who had been made in theſe in- 


curſions, there were ſeveral women | 


and maids. Gus Avus ſtrictly or- 
dered that they ſhould be treated 
with all manner of civilities, and 
his orders had ſo great an effect that 
no injury was done to their honour; 
this rarely happens to female priſon- 


ers of war, 


Gust Avus had alſo twice the 
advantage of the enemy before he 
returncd to Stockholm; for general 
WRANGEL, governor of Elbing, 


PPP — 
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marching towards Brodaitz, in or- 
der to beſiege it, paſſed the Dwina, 
at a ford which was ill defended, 
and ſuddenly falling upon them, de- 
feated them, and ſeized their can- 
non and baggage. Beſides, WRAN- 
GL having been ordered to ſcour 
the country wath eight thouſand 
men, in order to bring proviſions 
to the Swediſh camp, which was 
greatly in want of them, met, near 
dtrafberg, a conſiderable body of 
Huſſars and Coſſacks, whom he 
was obliged: to fight. He would 


they had agreed among themſelves; 
but perceiving ſome miſintelligence 
among them, he ſo dexterouſly im- 
proved the opportunity, not giving 
them time to put themſelves in or- 


being informed that the Poles were 


not, perhaps, have ſucceeded, if 
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convoy. of two thouſand chariots lad, 


implored the aſſiſtance of the king 


action greatly provoked the Imp a 
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der, that he took and killed a grea 
number of them; and what wa 
ſtill more neceſſary, he carried off a 


en with proviſions. By this means 
plenty was reſtored to the Swediſh 
eamp which had ſuffered very much 
for want of proviſions during the 
greateſt part of the campaign, 


At this time the town of Stral- 
ſund, threatened by W ALSTE1N, 


of Sweden, who ſent it powder and; 
a ſuccour of five hundred men. Thi 


rialiſts, and made them hold a con- 
duct which put them at variance 
with GusTAavus. This proved 3 
great and irreparable prejudice 0 


cus TAvUS ADOLPHUS. 


he court of Vienna, as we ſhall ſee 
n its place. INS 


| 


T2 


It looks as if the houſe of Auſtria 
ad ſome foreſight of what they 
vere to ſuffer by Gus ravvs, ſo 
nuch did they labour to keep him 
tnzaged in the war with Poland. 
We have already ſeen how the Spa- 
iſh ambaſſador made magnificent 
romiſes, in order to put off the 


„ocluſion of a peace between the 
gings of Sweden and Poland. Spain 
ud no intention to furniſh the king 


Poland either with twenty- four 
nen of war, or ten thouſand ſol- 
lers, or two hundred thouſand 
owns in money, in order to diſ- 
offeſs Gos Avus of his domini- 
ns. Nevertheleſs, Spain gave hopes 
If all this, becauſe it was of great 
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at war, and becauſe the Spaniards 
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importance to that kingdom that 
Poland and Sweden ſhould continue 


knew that they could more caſil 
find excuſes for their want of ſince. 


rity, than repair the miſchiefs the 
apprehended from Sweden. There. Maat 
fore they did not ſcruple to mak: 1. 
their ambaſſador act according 2g 
the definition which has been given on 
of perſons of his character, thai ge 
* they are men ſent abroad to ly x; 
for the good of the ſtate.” * 
. JJ)ͥͤ nas OP 
Spain had played its part in thy, 
year one thouſand {ix hundred andir,. 
twenty ſcven; the court of Vienn phi 
played theirs in the following yea}, 
by ſending troops to S1G18MUNDM(|, 
in order to make him obſtinate tha 


refuſing any accommodation. Ge 
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eral ARNEEIM commanded theſe 


auxiliary troops, in the year one 
Wthouſand fix hundred and twenty 
nine; they conſiſted of five thouſand 


bot and two thouſand horſe; and 


cauſe of all the ill ſaccefs of S1615- 


1UND; whether he really did not 
act as he ought to have done for the 


advantage of S1G18MUND, or whe- 
ther the latter ſeeking on whom to 
diſcharge his vexation (for there 
muſt always be ſomebody who may 
bear the blame) found no perſon 
more proper than the general of the 
Imperial troops. However, the eam- 
paign of this year one thouſand fix 
hundred and twenty nine was not 
ſo unſucceſsful to S1615MUND, but 


M 


What Gusr Avus ſhared with him 
in the caprices of fortune. For if 


. 
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on one fide HERMAN WRaAXGEr, 
field-marſhal, defeated 8 AN IsL Au, 
Polos KI, caſtellan of Caminieck; 
the Swedes on the other ſide were 
forced to raiſe the ſiege of Thorn, 
and ſome time after there happened 
an engagement wherein GusT Avus 
was made priſoner, but without be- 
ing known, and in that manner he 
came back to his army, I am go- 
ing to tell, in a few words, how 
the Poliſh authors relate this adven- 
ture. 


They ſay that the great general 
KonIECKPoLSK1 having attacked 
the Swediſh army, commanded by 
Gus rAvus in perſon, put them to 
flight, that Gus Avus having ral- 
lied, returned to the charge, and 
fell into the hands of a trooper who 
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ſcized him by the belt; that he e- 
ſcaped from this trooper by leaving 
with him his belt and hat, and that 
immediately after he was taken by 
another, who was going to kill him, 
when a German, who knew him, 
cried out that he was. a ſervant of 
the Rheingrave, that upon this the 
trooper left him, and the German 
having given him a horſe, Gus A- 
| vus rode all that night to Nen, 
burg. | 

The Swedes fay, that the army 
of the king of Poland, being rein- 
feced with Imperial troops, march- 
ed up to Gus r Avus, who prepared 
to receive them with his uſual in- 
trepidity, and ordered the Rhein- 
grave, who was nearer the enemy 
with a detachment of the army, 

"M2 
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not to engage; that notwithſtand, 


ing, the Rheingrave imagining he 


had a fair opportunity, attacked the 
Imperialiſts, but was forced to re- 
tire in diſorder, and with loſs; that 
GusTavus joined him, and oblig- 
ed the Imperialiſts to retire; that 


after this the latter made as if they 


deſigned to march to the great iſe 
of the Viſtula, near Dantzic, that 


there was a ſharp engagement to 


hinder them, and that GusT Avus, 
having mixed with them, was tak- 
en priſoner by a Polander, who 
knowing him in general to belong 
to the contrary party, commanded 


him to follow him; that GusrA- 


vus making a difficulty to obey, 


was upon the point of being killed, 


when a captain of the horſe, called 
HeNRy Soop, came up and brought 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
the king off from this danger by 
killing the Polander, and that this 
captain was afterwards created 
knight of the order in the aſſembly 
of the ſtates. What may be ga- 
thered as certain from theſe two 
different accounts, 1s, that the king 
of Sweden, tranſported by the heat. 


of his courage, mixed among the 


enemy too far, and too ill accom- 
panied. He was a great general, 
and weighed things with the great- 


eſt ſedateneſs, but he ſometimes 


forgot himſelf in the action, and. 
was not always maſter of his tem- 
per, heated with: the paſſion of o- 
rercoming an enemy, who vigor- 
oully contended with him for vi- 
ctory. 


The Swadiſh' hiſtorians add; thas 
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from that day till the truce, there 


N AN 
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were ſeveral engagements, wherein 
SIGISMUND's army was always Ne 
worſted, and in ſome places with I 
an irreparable loſs. But the Poliſh M2 


Hiſtorians ſay, on the contrary, that It 


$1615MUND' being informed of the f 
great advantage gained by general Ml © 
KoNIECK POLSKI over the Swediſh Ml ec 
army, on the day when GusTa- He 
yus ſo fortunately eſcaped, came IM ti 
immediately to his army, to im- o. 
prove that advantage, but that ge- 
neral ARNHEIM, who would not 
conſent to the ſiege of Marien- 
burg, was the occaſion that all the 
fruit of ſo important a victory was 
bſt;. that the king complained to 
WALSTEIN of the perfidy of this 
general, and that WALSTEIN re- 
called him, and ſubſtituted, in bis 
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place, ADoLPHUs, duke of Hol- 
tein, who did little ſervice, be- 
cauſe he was but little reſpected by 
the Germans who had ſerved under 
general ARNHEIM. | Finally, that 
the laſt warlike exploit was per- 
formed by the Coſſacks in the iſle 
of Marienburg, where they defeat- 
ed and killed the young WRAN- 
6EL, According to this account, 
the Poles in that campaign ſuffered 
only by not improving their victory. 


It would be a very difficult la- 
bour, and of a very doubtful ſuc- 
ceſs, to enquire whether the Poles 
or the Swedes are moſt to be cre- 
dited in their narratives. Let us be 
content to know that it 1s at leaſt 
unqueſtionable that S1G1s$MUND 
conſented to a truce for ſix years, 
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though the emperor and the king 
of Spain diſſuaded him from it, x 
much as they conld, and offered 
him great ſaccours, if he continue 
the war. It is equally unqueſtion- 


able that S1GISMUND: was a wars 
like prince, and fo paſſionately de- 


fired to recover the kingdom of 
Sweden, of which he pretended 


that Gus Avus was not the lawful 
poſſeſſor, that he conſented to the 


truce with the greateſt reluCtancy, 
In tine, it is unqueſtionable that the 
truce was concluded on conditions 
glorious for Sweden; for it was a- 
greed that the port of Memel in- 
Pruſſia, Elbing, Brunſberg, Pillaw, 


, and all the places which the king 


of Sweden held in Livonia, ſhould 
remain in his poſſeſſion, that Mart 


enburg ſhould be depoſited in the 


— r 
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hands of the elector of Branden- 
burg, and that if a peace was not 
concluded, Marienburg and Dirſau, 
which were reſtored to Poland, 
hould return to Sweden. 


The Poliſh hiſtorians, after this, 
may falſify and obſcure, as much as 
they pleaſe, the detail of this war; 
they will never be able to obſcure 
this truth, that the glory and ad- 
vantage of it remained ta Gus r A- 
vus, and that he was at leaſt vifor 


bell, ——viforious in the war, if 


he was not moſt frequently vi&dor 
ſugna ui torious in the battte. 
The truce could hardly fail to be 
concluded at that time; for both 


parties were greatly ſollicited to it 
by the ambaſſadors of France, En- 


gland, and Brandenburg. 
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been very much embarrafled during 


cauſe S1615MUND, whoſe vaſlal he 


— 
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The elector of Brandenburg had 


the courſe of this war: at firſt he 
ſecretly favoured Gus Tavvs, a 
terwards finding GusrT.ivus had 
conquered the beſt part of Pruſſia, 
he knew not which of his neigh- 
bours ought to have his good wiſh- 
es, nor whether it was more his 
intereſt that the Swedes ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs that province, or be driven ont 
of it by S161$MUND, and then his 
thoughts were ſo confaiet that even 
Gus TAvvus doubted whether he 
ought to truſt him or not, and 
therefore told him that he gave him 
ſix months to reſolve upon taking 
one fide, or the other. He treated 
ſecretly with GusTAavus; but be- 
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as with reſpect to ducal Pruſſia, 
hich was at that time a fief de- 


| 


threatened to diveſt him of it, if 
he did not openly. embrace his par- 


lleſome circumſtances, it was his 
ntereſt more than that of any other 
potentate, that theſe two princes 


Poland was ſo weary of a war, un- 
ertaken by S1GI$MUND only to 


ecover a kingdom which he had 
oſt by too blindly following the 
maxims and counſels of the Jeſuits, 
bis republic, I ſay, was ſo weary 


pending on the crown of Poland, 


ty, he broke with Sweden, and ſent 
ſuccours to the king of Poland. To 
xtricate himſelf from ſuch trou- 


ould come to an accommodation. 


In the next place, the republic of 


erenge his private quarrels, and to 


14 


fair was now generally known. The 


ſed the king of Poland to accom- 


of war he may be thought, deſirelf 
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of a war which did not concern i, 
and had only ſtraitened the antient 
boundaries of Poland, without any 
appearance of repairing that loſs, far 


from conquering a new Kingdom, 
that their difcontentment in this af. 


Dantzickers in particular were 6 
weary of a war which weakened 


their commerce, and by conſequener i 


deprived them of their greateſt ad- be 
vantage, that they extremely preſ. 


modate with Sweden. 


In fine, we muſt not doubt but 
that GusTavus, however mſatiabl 


to make an accommodation with 
Poland, either by à peace, or a ceſ- 
ſation of arms. For by that accom 
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modation he did not loſe the hopes 
Wot gratifying his warlike inclinati- 
Won. The diſorders in Germany, 
his own particular intereſt to leſſen 
the power of the emperor, who had 
nade himſelf formidable in the Bal- 
tic, the ſollicitations of ſeveral ſtates, 
which wiſhed that the houſe of Au- 
ria were confined within its juſt 
bounds, and the deſigns of that 
houſe towards an univerſal monar- 
chy, all this opened to Gus Avus 
the largeſt field for military valour, 
and he only wanted to be free on 
the ſide of Poland, to engage in the 
bo deſt and moſt glorious deſign that 
has appeared theſe many years. The 
houſe of Auſtria was not ignorant 
Pr it, and for this reaſon had great- 
ly laboured to foment the war be- 
ween him and SIGISMUND, But 
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the Proteſtant religion in particular, 


GUS TAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
the efforts of that houſe were in 


vain, Gus r Avus concluded a trea- 


ty with the king of Poland, in the 
year one thouſand ſix hundred and 


twenty nine, for a longer time than 
either of them was to live. Let us 


now ſee how he employed the years 


which followed that truce; and be- 


"a 


cauſe the better to comprehend the 
reaſons of his conduct, it is fit to 
know the ſtate of Germany at that 
time, let us here give a ſhort and 
faithful account of the enterprizes 
of the houſe of Auſtria on the liber- 
ty of Europe in general, and that of 
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AN 


HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 


On the LIFE of 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 


KING OF SWEDEN. a 


CHAP. IL 
F the ſituation of affairs in Ger- 
many, when GUST AV US en- 
uy it, 


HE houfe of Auſtria owes the 
beginning of its glory and 
power to RUDoLPH, count of Hapſ- 
burg, elected emperor in the year 
one thouſand two hundred and 
ſeventy three. The merit of Ru- 


DOLPH was fo generally acknowleg- 
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ed, that the electors of the empire, 
by giving him their ſuffrages, put x 


| ſtop to all the factions and cabal; 


which had for a long time created 
diviſions in Germany, and they u- 


nited all parties in the approbation 


of their choice. He worthily main- 


tained the dignity they had confer- 


red on him, and ſtrenuouſly labour- 
ed to ſupport the honour of the em- 
pire, but without forgetting the par- 
ticular intereſts of his own houſe, 
In effect, if he would not ſuffer 
OTToCARus, king of Bohemia, to 
ſeize on Auſtria, in prejudice of the 
rights of the empire, his only view 
in this was, to beſtow that country 
on his own ſon. 


Auſtria had been erected into a 
markgraviate by the emperor O- 
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rgo the firſt, in favour of LREO- 
mLD, his brother - in- lw, who had 
worthily diſcharged the commiſſion 
he had received from the emperor 
HENRY the firſt, to guard that fron- 
tier againſt the incurſions of the: 
Hungarians. . It was afterwards e- 


BARBAROSSA, in favour of one of 
LeoPOLD's deſcendants; and, in fine, 
the laſt male of that family, named. 
FREDERIC, having periſhed in the 
unfortunate expedition of Conra- 
dine againſt CHARLES of Anjou, 


one knows, Or roc ARus ſeized it 
by virtue of his wife's pretenſions, 
ſhe being the heireſs of FRED ERIC. 


Ro poL PR, being arrived at the im- 


perial dignity, declared that Or ro- 
cakRus had feized on a country, 
N 3 
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rected into a duchy by FREDERIC, 


in the tragical manner which every 


151 


1260. 


— 


2 


2 


GUS TAVUS ADOLPHUS. 


which did not belong to him, ſince 
it was a fief appropriated to the 


male heirs. But his reaſons not be- 


ing perſuafive enough, he enforced 
them with good troops, cut off Or- 
TOCARUS in a battle he gained o- 
ver him near Vienna, in the year 
one thouſand two hundred and 


ſeventy eight, and inveſted his ſon 


ALBERT with the duchies of Au- 


ſtria and Stiria, and the lordſhips of 


' Carniola and Windiſmarc. Since 


that time the name of Hapfburg ap- 
pears no longer. RupoLPn's po- 
ſterity only took the name of Au- 


ftria, and have rendered it very fa- 
mous. They erected that fief into 


an archduchy, and endowed it with 
ſeveral ample e 


This houſe has furniſhed Ger- 
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many with fourteen emperors, all 
in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, ex- 
cepting the three firſt; and Spain 
with fix kings, if we reckon in 
that number Pa1L1y, the father of 
the emperor CHARLES the fifth, 
Though RupoL PH left ſons capable 
of ſucceeding him, yet the electors 


did not chooſe an emperor out of 


his family, but out of the Hluſtrious 
houſe of Naſſaw, which to this day 


i one of the moſt glorious and flou- 


fiſhing in Europe, We may eaſily 


imagine that ALBERT of Auſtria, 


the ſon of the emperor RupoL PR, 
was diſpleaſed at this election, and 
improved every conjuncture which 
might ruin his rival. He had pow- 


erful friends. He raiſed a formida- 


ble faction, laboured to get him de- 


poied, and himſelf elected in his 
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room; in a word, he overcame the 


emperor ApoLPHus of Naſſaw in 


the battle of Haſenfuet near Spire, 
Having perceived him at the head 
of a ſquadron in the hotteſt part of 


the engagement, he ſingled him out, 


and killed him, and by this means 
ſecured to himſelf the imperial 


crown. ALBERT was killed ten 


years after by his own nephew, 
leaving- ſeveral children by his mar- 
rage with ELIZABETH of Carin- 


thia. This marriage united Carin- 


thia and Firol to the patrimony of 
the houſe of Auſtria, and was, as it 


were, the prelude to the aggran- 


diſement of that houſe. 


FrrEDEeRIc, ALBERT's eldeſt 
| ſon, was undoubtedly very much 


affected with the barbarous action 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
of his couſin; - but perhaps was (till 


E more diſpleaſed that Henry the 
. Wivcnth, of the houſe of Luxem- 
burg, was then raiſed to the imperi- 
£ Wi! throne. He comforted himſelf as 


well as he could, with the hopes of 
a favourable opportunity, which he 
thought he had found after the death 
of HENR y. For ſome of the electors 
choſe him emperor, It was indeed 
the leaſt part of them, and conſe- 
quently his election was not regular, 
But he found too great an advan- 
tage in believing it valid, not to 
maintain that it was ſo; he knew 
beſides, that, provided a prince o- 
vercomes his rival, he will not want 


of his election: accordingly FRE- 
DERIC uſed all his endeavours to 
ruin LEWIS of Bavaria, who had 


the means to rectify the irregularity 
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been elected by the greateſt num- 
ber of ſuffrages, and whoſe electi- 
on was conſequently more regular, 
As theſe two competitors were ve- 
ry brave, and ſupported by many 
friends, their diſpute kindled a war 
in Germany, which laſted eight 
years, Whatever makes a war con- 
fiderable, happened in this, ſever 
encounters, ſeveral towns either be- 
fieged or taken, two battles, in the 
laſt of which fortune openly declar- 
ed againſt FREDERIC, by making 
him fall into the hands of his com- 
petitor, who did not ſet him at li- 
berty till after three years impriſon- 
ment, and after he had made him 
ſwear to content himſelf with the 
empty title of king of the Romans, 
without ever pretending to the em- 
pire. He kept his promiſe; though, 
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by reaſon of the great diſputes be- 
tween LEwis of Bavaria, and the 
Pope, he was tempted to believe, 


that a man is not held by the pro- 


miſe which he makes in priſon; and 
though the Pope himſelf ftrongly 
ſollicited him to come either to A- 
yignon, or to Rome, and aſſume 
the Imperial dignity. After his 
death, which happened in the year 
one thouſand three hundred and 
thirty, there paſſed a century before 
the poſterity of Ru poLPH of Hapſ- 
burg came again to the Imperial 


crown: but in the year one thou- 


land four hundred and thirty eight, 
this houſe, which has been ſo great- 
ly beholden to marriages, again re- 
covered that crown by virtue of a 
marriage, and got ſo ſure a hold of 
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it, that they have wore jt ever 
fince, "EIN 


The houſe of Luxemburg which 
had loſt the empire by the death of 
HENRY the ſeventh, recovered | 
thirty-three years after, by the ele- 
ion of CHARLES the fourth, 
grandſon of HENRY, which was 
made even during the life of the 
emperor LEWIS of Bavaria, and at 
the inſtigation of the Pope, his 
mortal enemy; but CHARLES was 
hardly acknowleged till after the 
death of LEw1s; moſt of the prin- 
ces, and all the cities of the empire 


having judged that the thunderbolts 


of the court of Rome did not hin- 
der LEw1s of Bavaria from being 
their lawful ſovereign. 
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WecksLAus and S1GISMUND, 
both ſons of CHARLES the fourth, 
ſwayed the imperial ſcepter after 
him, the former immediately after 
his father, who died in the year one 
thouſand three hun-Ired and ſeventy 
eight; and the latter after the death 
of RUPERT: count Palatine, who, 
having ſucceeded WENCEsLA us de- 
poſed by the electors of the empire 
in the year one thouſand four hun- 
dred, died in one thouſand four 
hundred and eleven. SIGISMUND 
left an only daughter; who was 
married to ALBERT duke of Au- 
ſtria, and brought him the Imperial 
crown, with the kingdoms of Bo- 
hemia and Hungary in the year one 
thouſand four hundred and thirty 
eight; for in all elective kingdoms 
O 
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he who marries the heireſs of the 
late king, is uſually preferred to all 
others. The reign of ALBERT was | 
very thort; but in recompence | 
' FREDERiIc of Auſtria, his couſin, 
who ſucceeded him, filled the Im- 
perial throne fifty-three years: He 
had the good fortune and addreſs to 
marry his ſon MAx1MILIAN with 
the richeſt heireſs in Europe, Ma- 
RY of Burgundy, only daughter of 
CHARLES the Bold, whoſe ambiti- 
on and warlike temper are ſo well 
known. This marriage fo conſide- 
rably increaſed the power of the 
houſe of Auſtria, that perhaps it 
might have been wiſhed for the 
tranquillity of Chriſtendom that 
their power had not become greater. 
It might have been enough for one 
houſe to have annexed to its antient 
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pattimony, and to the Imperial 


dignity, the provinces of the Low- 


Countries, ſo rich, ſo flouriſhing, 

and conveniently fituated: never- 
theleſs, the providence of Gop has 
been pleaſed to ſuffer the great 
power of ſome, and the jealouſy and 
difidence of others to be a continu- 


al ſource of war; from whence we 
may conclude that the benefit of . 


mankind requires that no prince 
ſhould become too PvE 


However that may be, Maxr- 
MILIAN having been elected empe- 
ror in the year one thouſand four 
hundred and ninety three, after the 
death of his father, married his ſon 


with Joan of Arragon, daughter 


of FERDINAND of Arragon, and 
kaBELLA of Caſtile, and by this 
O 2 
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means added to his houſe the great 
and vaſt eſtates which FERDINAND 


poſſeſſed, both in the new and the 
old world. The marriage of FER- 


DIN AND with EABELLA of Ca- 
ſite brought him great advantages, 
both becauſe ſhe was heireſs of ſe- 
veral great kingdoms, and becauſe 
ſhe was capable to ſecond her hus- 


band in his great deſigns. To the 


kingdom of his fathers, and to thoſe 
of his wife, he added Granada, and 


Navarre, Naples, and Sicily, and all | 
the countries diſcovered 1 in the new 
world. 


One could hardly have imagined 


that this great ſucceſſion concerned 


the houſe of Auſtria; for beſides 
that FERDINAND had a ſon, whom 
he took great care to marry betimes 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 163 


with the daughter of MAxXIMILI- 
AN, he had only beſtowed on Pat- 
LIP, fon of the ſame MAXxIMILI- 
AN, the ſecond of his four daugh- 
ters: yet notwithſtanding all this, 
ſhe became the heireſs of FERDINV- 
AND, The prince, her brother, dy- 
ing without iſſue, the infanta Isa- 
BELLA, her eldeſt ſiſter, the wife 
of Don FMANUEL, king of Por- 
tugal, left only one fon, who died 
in his infancy. Thus the princels 
Joan inherited all this great ſuc- 
ceſſion, and transferred it to her eld- 
eſt ſon, who, under the name of 


CHARLES the fifth, has been ſo fa- 


mous in Europe. : 


- 
_\ q 


CHARLIS, born at Ghent on St. 


MaTTHIAs's.day, which fell that 1 500. 


year on the twenty-fifth of Febru- 
O 3 
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1516. 
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ary, had loſt his father, when the 
death of his grandfather by the mo- 
ther's ſide opened to him the ſuc- 
cefſion of all his kingdoms, His 
mother indeed was ſtill living, but 
the diſtraction of her mind not ak 
lowing her to reign, ſhe was oblig- 
ed to refign her authority; and thus 


CHARLES reigned alone ſome time 


after the death of king Ferpin- 
AND. Beſides the poſſeſſion of fo 
many kingdoms, he had ſoon a new 
acceſſion of power. The emperor 
MaxIMILIAN, his grandfather, dy- 
ing on the twenty-ſecond of Janua- 
ry one thouſand five hundred and 
nineteen, he came to the Imperial 
crown fix months after. For this 


he was partly beholden to his Ger- 


man extraction, and the ſeeming 


| mediocrity of his genius. Other- 
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wiſe, it is not to be doubted but 
that FRANC1s the firſt, king of 
France, would have been preferred 
to him; but the Germans were a- 
faid of the temper, capacity, and 
courage of the latter, which had 
appeared on ſeveral occafions. I 
need not fay that CHAREES now 
became the moſt powerful prince in 
Europe; that is obvious; but after 
what I have hinted of the ſeeming 
mediocrity of his genius, I muſt add 
either that the Germans knew him 
rey ill, when they believed that he 
was not a great man, or that his ge- 
nius opened by degrees, and was 
formed by experience in affairs, 
This prince was certainly endowed 
with great qualities, and to his 
great courage was joined much judg- 
ment, and much of that capacity 
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it muſt have been a miracle i 
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which is neceſſary for the foverc fre 
of a vaſt empire, en 


As miracles 3 happen, and 


CuARLEs the fifth, endowed with 
ſuch qualities, and poſſeſſed of ſuchM: 
great power, had not aſpired after ho 
new kingdoms, ſeveral people be- En 
lieved that he introduced into the he 
houſe of Auſtria the deſign of an u-MW vt 
niverſal monarchy, a deſign which his 
that houſe is not now accuſed of, ¶ the 
(the accuſation would be very un- I 
juſt) but which was formerly im- N cor 


puted io them. Such a project ne- car 


ceſſarily required that his hereditary 
dominions ſhould border upon the 
dominions of Spain, or at leaſt that 
it ſhould not be difficult to bring 
troops from Spain to Germany, and 
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from Germany, to Spain. For this 
end CHARLES, not content to have 
added, to the patrimony of the houſe 
of Burgundy, what he wanted in 
the ſeventeen provinces of the Low- 
countries, fortified himſelf in Italy 
Ws well as he could. Knowing alſo 
low neceſlary it is to be aſſured of 
England, in order to ſubject Europe, 
he did not paſs by the opportunity 
which was preſented, of marrying 
his eldeſt ſon with queen MAR, 
the daughter of HEN Rx the eighth. 
enter not into more particular 
conſiderations, becauſe they would 
carry me too far from my ſubject. 


| 


| 


Several circumſtances made 
CHARLES the fifth fail in the de- 
ſign of an univerſal monarchy, ſup- 
poling he entertained it; but no- 


— —— 


— oe > 


than the diſadvantage he had to lin 


of a diſtinguiſhed meritz in the art 


land, a prince courageous and bold, 
who never ſuffered the balance tt 
incline too much to one fide; 
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thing traverſed that deſign more 


( 


in an age ſo ill-timed for his pur. 
Pole, as it produced a number 
great men. For whereas there ha 
often paſſed complete centuries, in 
which we cannot obſerve any princ 


when CHARLEs lived, appeared 
HenRy the eighth, king of Eng- 


FRANcIs the firſt, king of France, 
who thwarted the houſe of Auftri 
in every thing, and every where, 
Who had the heart of a lion, and 
the moſt active and ſtirring genius; 
SOLIMAN, emperor of the Turks, 
a great conqueror, and one of th 
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oſt formidable neighbours that e- 
8 ravaged Hungary. 


* 


SY. i& 


dent German princes, who op- 


Ad — 


reat reſolution and glory. 


thich incites princes to perſecute 


d, with regard to the Proteſtants, 
gaging the Pope to be always on 
abliſhment of Lutheraniſm ſhould 


ntinue to be prejudicial to him, 
reaſon of the too paſſionate zeal 


1 fay nothing af ſeveral brave and 
vſed CHARLES the fifth with 
He was too great a man to ſuf- 
Mr himſelf to be poſſeſſed with a 

Iuguinary and fuperſtitious ſpirit, 


tlgions different from their own; 
that it is probable whatever he 


xceeded either from a deſign of 


s fide, or from a fear leſt the e- 
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of the. Papiſts. But as ſoon as hee 
was ſenſible that it was not his in- ſel 
tereſt to perſecute the Lutherans, Ws 
like a man of great ſenſe and cou- n. 
rage, he threw off all the comphai- 
ſance he had formerly ſhewn to the 
Pope, and rejected the counſels o 
eccleſiaſtics, enemies to the public 
peace. From hence proceeded the 
treaty of Paſſaw, which gave full 
liberty of conſcience to all the ſtate” 
of the empire. Had he done this ki 
twenty years ſooner, he would have 
probably removed ſeveral obſtacle 
to the execution of his great delign; 
but he was ſomewhat too late in 
pacifying the differences in point of 


religion. 


| Fortune had already forſaken to 
him, and favoured HENRY the ſe- the 
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cond, imitating coquets (as he him- 
ſelf mournfully ſaid) with whom it 
x a ſtrong reaſon for preferring one 
man to another, that he is fifteen or 
twenty. years younger. The diſplea- 
ſure he had to out- live his good- for- 
tune made him take the reſolution 
of leaving the world; but in ſuch a 
MW manner, as he might claim great 
nerit by it; for he confined himſelf 
in the ſolitudes of a monaſtery, 
knowing that ecclefiaſtics would 
ie a fine turn to this action, and 
that of all the actions of his life this 
would be by them the moſt extol-* 
"Wd. | 


CHARLEs had committed one 
fault which he in vain endeavoured 
Wo repair; he had cauſed his bro- 
ther FERDINAND to be elected 

= 
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king of the Romans. He confider-Mhki 
ed, but too late, that in order to 
preſerve and increaſe the power of| 
his houſe, it was highly important 
that all its dominions ſhould be u- 
nited in one perſon, He wouldWy 
therefore have been glad to revoke 
the election of FERDINAND, and 


ſubſtitute PHILIPP his ſon in his 0 


room. But as FERDINAND reject- 
ed this propoſal, CHARLES, beſtow- 
ing the Spaniſh monarchy on his 
fon, was obliged to leave the Im- 
perial crown to his brother; and in 
effect FERDINAND, who was al- 


ready king of Hungary and Bohe- La 


mia, obtained that crown, upon the 
retreat of CHARLEs the fifth. 


FERDINAND, refuſing to yield 


the empire to his nephew, raiſed af 


GUSTAYUS ADOLPHUS. 


kind of miſunderſtanding which 
uſted for ſome time between the 
wo branches of the houſe of Au- 
ria, the elder of which reigned in 
pain, and the. younger in Germa- 
Wy, as they do ta this day. Fer- 
MNAND: entirely embraced the prin- 
tiples of toleration, which had been 


n the treaty of Paflaw. He had 
armed that treaty in the name 
if the emperor his brother, in a di- 
held at Augſburg in the year one 
thouſand five hundred and fifty five, 
nd three years after, he confirmed 
t a- new, no longer as the bare de- 
uty of his brother, but as fully in- 
ſeſted with che Imperial . 


His ſon W the * 


P 2 


0 "wiſely followed by his predecefſor 


nd, who ſucceeded him, followed 1564. 
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his father had done; for he tolerat- 


cuted by the order of CHAaRLEs the 


who tyrannizes over the conſciences 


by —_— too much with thoſe 


ly regretted by the Proteſtants, and 
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this noble example. of moderation, 
and extended it even farther than 


ed the exerciſe of Lutheraniſm in 
his own dominions; he highly de- 
teſted the maſſacre of Paris, exe- 


ninth, his ſon-in-law, and told 
HENRY the third, as the latter 
paſſed through Vienna, that a prince, 


of men, invades Gop's right, and 
often loſes the things of this world, 


He died © in the year one thouſanc 
five hundred and ſeventy fix, great 


made room for his ſon Ru pol pu 
the ſecond, whoſe conduct did not 
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degenerate from that of his late pre- 
deceſſors, while he was guided by 
his own judgment; for he applied 
himſelf to maintain the public tran- 
quillity which Germany enjoyed 
ince the treaty of Paſſaw, and i- 
nitating the moderation of his fa- 
cher and grandfather, he diſturbed 
0 man in the poſſeſſion of his pri- 
vleges, judging, with great truth, 
dat it is the principal virtue of a 
1 overeign to content himſelf with 
the power he lawtully poſſeſſes. 


* 


far from treading in the ſteps of 


thoſe princes, whoſe ambition di- 
turbs the public peace, it may be 
lid that he loved peace too much, 
and had not even the ambition of 
being maſter in his own family. 
This was very hurtful to Germany, 
cauſe diſaffected. perſons, abuſing 
P 3 
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ed chiefly in the affair of Fur IEIV. 


being crowned king of Bohemia. 
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the facility of Rupor pu, found 
means to infinuate themſelves into 
the Imperial council, and to extort 
from this prince fome attempts on 
the liberties of Germany, as appear- 


This honeſt emperor ſuffered for 
his too great facility, His brother 
MaTTHI1as ſo greatly abuſed it, 
that he forced Ro pol pH to yield 
to him the kingdom of Hungary, 
and Auſtria, and to confent to his 


oa ww", # << << —  £#A> Ke ˙ — }R89ﬀM AL, ww 


Theſe unnatural and violent pro- 
ceedings of MATTHIAS, and the 
weakneſs of Ryu polen in giving 
credit to the predictions of Ty- 
cHho-BRAHE, who ſtudied aſtrolo- v 
gy as well as aſtronomy, ruined thi i 


unhappy emperor, For Tycuo-iff « 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
PRAHE having told him that he 
was threatened with ſome immi- 
nent danger from his own relations, 
and that he ought to be on his 
guard, threw him into ſo great fears 
that he no longer ventured to go 
abroad, or fee any company; and as 
the conduct of MATTHIAS con- 
Wl firmed the aſtrological warning, the 
emperor ſunk at laſt under his un- 
eaſineſs and grief, and died on the 
eighteenth of January one thouſand 
fx hundred and twelve, in the fif- 
Wl ty-ointh year of his age. 


LY 


Though the Proteſtants of Ger- 
many had, generally ſpeaking, ſome 
reaſon to complain of Ru DoL PR, 
who had ſometimes been ſurprized 
into bad meaſures by the emiſfaries 
of the court of Rome, the Prote- 
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ſtants of Bohemia, in particular, f 
thought themſelves very happy un- Ml , 
der the clemency of this emperor, MW 
In effect, he had granted a liberty Nn. 
of conſcience in Bohemia, Mora- WI ,; 
via, and Sileſia; and it is indifputa- n 
ble that before the war in Bohe- n 
mia, the Proteſtants of that king- t 
dom were equal with the Papiſts in In 
every reſpect but this, that they Ip 
had not a king of their religion, d 
This equality was not an uſurped r 
power; but aroſe from the great 
privileges which RupoLPH and his 
ſucceſſor MATTHIAS had granted d 
to the Bohemians of the communi-¶ r 
on ſub utraque; this was the diſtin- h 
ction between the Proteſtants and Ml ;; 
thoſe of the Romiſh communion. 


The emperor MAaTTHIas felt 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS: 
the ſame jealouſy of his authority, 


which he had raiſed againſt that of 


RUDOLPH, his predeceſſor. He had 
no children; his two brothers, the 
archduke MAXIMILIAN, grand- 
maſter of the Teutonic order, and 
the archduke Al BERT, governor of 
the Low-Countries, had likewiſe 
none. Thus the ſucceſſion lay o- 
pen to the children of the arch- 
dike CAR LES, ſon of the empe- 
ror Fr RDINAND, 


This juncture was favourable to 


the Spaniards, They had the glo- 
ry of the houſe of Auſtria extreme- 
ly at heart, and believed it was the 
intereſt of that houſe that both the 
branches of it- ſhould be governed 
by the fame maxims; and as they 
had a better opinion of their own 
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politics than of thoſe of the Ger. 
mans; they were perſuaded that it 
x would be more conducive to the 
+ common glory of the houſe of Au- 
| ſtria, that the court of Vienna, in- 
ſtead of governing that of Spain, 
fthould on the contrary be governed 
by it. Accordingly they reſolved 
no longer to defer making them- 
ſelves neceſſary to the Imperial 
court. - Having obſerved that an 
opportunity of doing this ſeafona- 
bly offered at the approaching ele- 
ion of an emperor, they intimat- 
ed to FERDINAND, the eldeſt ſon 
of the archduke CuARLs that he 
had great need of their good offices, 
in order to ſucceed the emperor 
 MaTTHIAs. This he believed, 
and attached himſelf to them as 
much as they deſired; fo that they 
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no longer doubted but if the empire 
was once in their: hands, they ſhould 
liſpoſe of it as they would. 


With this view they warmly un- 


| FregpiINAND to MATTHIAS as a 
| Woxrſon whom he ought immediate- 
ly to adopt. They prevailed with- 


ot much difficulty on the brothers 


of MATTAIAs to yield all their 
* Wiretenfions to FERDINAND. In 
hort, they made it ſo much their 


the emperor great uneafineſs. 80 
natural it is for princes who have 
no children, and ſometimes even 
for thoſe who have, to be uneaſy 
when they obſerve the attachment 
if the people to their apparent ſue- 


iertook the affair, and propoſed 


Iuſineſs to inveſt him ſoon with 
the whole authority, that this gave 
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ceſſor. But notwithſtanding this 
jealouty, MATTHIAS acquieſced in 
the reaſons of the Spaniards, with 
regard to the crown of Bohemia, 
which they wiſhed he would dis. 


poſe of during his life, in favout "| 


him whom they protected. They 
gave him to underſtand, that the 
affair was not to be left to the chance 
of an election made during the in- 
terregnum, leſt his heir ſhould be 
excluded; that after his death, the 
ſtates of Bohemia, pretending that 
the kingdom was elective, might 
beſtow the crown on ſome heretic 
prince, and that in ſuch a caſe the 
empire would unqueſtionably pals 
to another houſe. MATTH1as, 
affected with a fear ſo dexteroully 
inſpired, cauſed FERDINAND to 


be declared his ſucceſſor to the 
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kingdom of Bohemia, in the year 
ome thouſand fix hundred and 
kyenteen, 


Beſides the Spaniards made a ſe- 
ret treaty with FERDINAND, by 
which king PriLie the third re- 
nounced, in his favour, all the rights 
to the hereditary countries of the 
houſe of Auſtria, ſituated in Ger- 
many; in conſideration of which 
FERDINAND engaged to deliver 
Alſacia to the Spaniards. 


I thought it proper to make all 
theſe obſervations on the conduct of 
the four immediate ſucceſſors of 
CHARLES the fifth, in order to un- 
eceive the generality of readers, 
vho, taking only a ſuperficial and 
 Wecneral view of things, falſly ima- 
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gine that all the complaints, which 


have been made againſt the houſe HU. 
of Auſtria, fall as well on the Ger- 


glo 
man branch, as on the Spaniſh. | 
Nothing is more untrue: for the H 
whole conduct of the houſe of Au- 


ſtria in Germany, while they were 
not directed by the Spaniards, was Hef 
thought commendable, or at leaſt Nai 
tolerable; and it is certain that the N! 
princes of the empire would never 
have recurred to the remedies they 
uſed, had they not been perſuaded 
that the Imperial court blindly fol- 
lowed the orders which came from 
that of Madrid, and that the Jeſu- 
its inſpired both theſe courts with 
the deſign of exterminating all the 
ſets, by ſetting up an Inquiſition, 
Here we have an' inſtance of the 
weakneſs of our reaſonings. For 
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what was ſeemingly more rational 


than to ſay, that, for the greater 


gory of the houſe of Auſtria, it 
nas neceſſary that the court of Vi- 


ana ſhould act in concert with 
Spain, where there were ſo many 
wiſe men. inſtructed in the politics 
of PHILIP the ſecond? And yet 


kl both to the emperor and the 
paniards, becauſe people were pre- 
udiced with a frightful idea of the 
Spaniſh politics, on account of all 
that had paſſed in the Low-Coun- 
ties, of the ſhare the Spaniards had 
txen in the civil-wars of France, 
af the invaſibn of Portugal, of the 
extraordinary efforts they had made 
o dethrone queen Er.1ZABETH, 
when they equipped their invinci- 
ve Armada, and on ſeveral other 


Q 2 


this concert has been the moſt hurt- 
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accounts, Whether this prejudice 


was juſt or unjuſt, certain it is, that 


people had frightful thoughts of the 
government of Spain, and for this 
reaſon the German princes ſtirred 
fo much, as ſoon as they believed 
the emperor was abandoned to the 
conduct of that ſtrange nation. Now 
from theſe great emotions aroſe the 
violent ſtorm which fell both upon 
the emperor and Spain. 


For the reft, though I have aid, 
or may ſometimes ſay in the ſequel 
of this diſcourſe, that Spain was ac- 
cuſed of aſpiring after univerſal mo- 
narchy, yet this muſt not be taken 
as if I aſſerted that the accuſation 
was juſt. In this I act merely as 
an hiſtorian, who relates common 
reports, without warranting the 


X 


WW ww — oc Awe a 1 5 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
truth of 'them, I have' therefore 


no reaſon to be apprehenſive of 
provoking the Spaniards; and was I 


even to declaim againſt their former 
ambition, I do not think they would 
take it amiſs, In effect, they are at 
this day the firſt to blame thoſe 
princes who held a conduct like that 
which was imputed to them about 
fifty or threeſcore years ago, they 
are the firſt to exclaim againſt 
ambitious princes who aggrandife 
themſelves at the expence of their 
neighbours, and they wiſh that all 
the powers in Europe would riſe 
in arms againſt them. They are in 
the right to wiſh this; it is enough 
for ambitious nations to indulge 


themſelves in the pleafing imagina- | 
tion, that it is the part of a great 


ſoul to aſpire after the eonqueſt of 
SE, 
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a great empire. It is not fit that 
they ſhould alſo have the pleaſure of 
conquering it. That would be too 
much. Let them freely enjoy plea- 
ſing imaginations, but let them meet 
with a vigorous oppoſition, and ſuch 
as juſtice requires, when they would 


change their imaginations into rea- 


lities. 


FERDINAND. As ſoon. as the em- 
peror MATTHIAS had cauſed him 
to be declared king of Bohemia, it 
was no longer doubted but that he 
would have him elected king of the 


Romans, eſpecially ſince, having, 


ſome time after gone into Hungary, 
he cauſed him to be declared king 
of Hungary at Preſburg, on the firſt 


of June, one thouſand ſix hundred 


and eighteen, 


Let us return to the archduke 
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0 


The A that W 


would become - emperor extremely 


armed ſeveral German princes, both 
becaufe they ſaw that the em- 


vice would, by this means, be ine- 


itably perpetuated in the fame fa- 
nily, notwithſtanding the golden 
bull, and ' becauſe FERDINAND 
would re-unite in himſelf all the 
hereditary countries of the German 


branch. They could not conceive. 


how they ſhould preſerve their li- 
berty under an emperor ſo power- 
ful, and governed by the Spaniards, 
The proteſtant princes feared him 
more than all the reſt, becauſe they 
looked upon him as a prince edu- 
cated by the jeſuits, and who had 
already improved ſo much by the 
leſſons they bad given him at Ingol- 


18g 


tors; and as he wanted no more 


thes, he had tolerated no ſect in hi 


himſelf, he had great reaſon to de 
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ſtadt, where he had ſtudied, thy 
as foon as He hat ſucceeded his fi 


dominions. Yet he had found then 
full of people who followed the new 
opinions; but by menaces and ill. 
uſage he had forced a part of theſe 
people to change their religion, and 
had baniſhed all the reft, whom 
neither the fear of exile, nor the 
confiſcation of their eſtates and 
goods, could force to goiover to the 
Romiſh communion... This render- 
ed him both odious and terrible to 
all the proteſtants; but, on the o- 
ther hand, it greatly recommended 
him to the three eceleſiaſtical elec- 


than one vote, and was ſure of giv- 
ing that of the king of Bohemia to 
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pend upon GY the _— 


MATTHIAS. 


The 3 this was likely to hap- 
pen, the more did ſome princes of 
Germany endeavour to prevent it. 
But none of them took this affair to. 


much to heart as FREDERIC, elec- 


king of Bohemia ſome time after. 
He was a prince of great merit, and 
of exalted courage; and ſurely they 
who ſpeak otherwiſe of him, muſt 
be ranked among thoſe people of a 
vulgar underſtanding, who, judging 
of things only by the ſucceſs of 


them, imagine, becauſe he was not 
ſucceſsful in his enterprize, that he 


was not a great man. This prince 


therefore took. great pains to repre- 
ſent to his colleagues how neceffary 
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it was not to proceed to the election 
of a king of the Romans during the 
life of MATTHIAS. He told them 
that they would be more at liberty, 
in the interregnum, to transfer the 
imperial crown to another houſe, 
and that it was neceffary to do fo, 


becauſe if they did not interrupt the | 


ſucceſſion of the princes of the houſe 
of Auſtria at that juncture, when 


the direct line failed, they could ne- 


ver entertain any hopes of interrupt- 
ing it, eſpecially if FERDINAND 
was elected, who, being ſupported 
by a foreign power, and a nume- 


rous family, would eſtabliſh himſelf” 
and his poſterity for ever in the im- 


perial throne, 


| 


But as theſe repreſentations were 
inſignificant ſpeeches, unleſs there 
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was found a catholic prince fit to 
be emperor, (for the proteſtants had 
only three votes, and four at leaſt 
were neceſſary) FRE D ERIC caſt his 
eye on MAXIMILIAN, duke of Ba- 
raria, a prince of diſtinguiſhed me- 
it, and went to viſit him at Mu- 
nich, on purpoſe to perſuade him 
to accept of the imperial crown; 
promiſing him the votes of the three 
proteſtant electors, which, with that 
of the archbiſhop of Cologn, whom 
he might depend upon, as being the 


duke of Bavaria's own brother, would 


render the election infallible. The 
temptation was great: nevertheleſs, 
Max1MILIAN reſiſted it, either 
becauſe he knew himſelf too well 
to oppole ſo ſtrong a party, or 
becauſe the miniſters of the pope 
ad the king of Spain promiſed him 
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other advantages, in the room of 
an empire which he could not pre- 
ſerve againſt the enemies he would 
raiſe by accepting it; ſo that he 


preferred a fortune leſs exalted, but 
ſolid, to one more pompous but 


tottering. And who knows but 


that he was threatened in the name 


of Go with ſome horrible chaſtiſe- 
ment in this world, and with hell- 
torments in the other, if he accept- 
ed a crown, which, in the judgment 
of the court of Rome, could not be 
taken from the houſe of Auſtria, 
without manifeſt —_ to reli 


1 1 abend pniontioned the jour 
ney of the emperor MATTHIAs to 
Hungary. I add here, that during 
this journey the troubles of Bohe- 
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nia broke forth; the archbiſhop of 
Prague, and the abbot Bruneau, 
ave the firſt occaſion to them; the 
former by demoliſhing a church 
which the proteſtants had built at 
Cloſtergrab; and the latter by ſhut- 
t {ting up another. The emperor Ro- 


10LPH had permitted the prote- 


E 

- bants, by his letters- patent, dated 
Je ninth of July, one thouſand ſix 
-Miondred and nine, to build churches, 
t Mhoſpitals, and ſchools, on their own 
effound, in whatever juriſdiction 
„ey were ſituated, even without 
-e permiſſion of the lord of the 


ict, or high juſticiary, T hey had. 


peaceably enjoyed this privilege in 
the reign of MATTHIAS, and on 


aut the emperor's order, and merely 


y their own authority, demoliſh and 
R 


e 


:ſudden ſaw two private men, with- 
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ſhut up their churches. This pro- 
voked them to the higheſt degree 
not ſo much on account of theſe 
two churches, as becauſe they look- 
ed upon this as an omen of FERRDI- 
NANp's conduct, from which they 
could only preſage melancholy con- 
ſequences; for fince, without wait- 
ing for the approaching death of the 
good emperor MATTH 1 As, he ſig -; 
nalized the beginnings of his reign 
by violences exceeding ſevere, they 
might be. ſure that he would not 
long delay to proſcribe them, and 
to follow all the ſuggeſtions of the 
Jeſuits who led him, 
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Theſe fears nee ſome time 
after, by the approbation which 
was given in the emperor's council 
to the violences of the archbiſhop 
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of Prague, and the abbot Bruneau. 
The proteſtants then ſaw that the 
dd-age of MAT TH1as had deliver- 
d him a prey to his ſucceſſor ; ſo 
that having no hopes but from the 
eſolution which they ſhould diſ- 
wer, they thought themſelves o- 
biged to make FERDINAND, and 
he Spaniards, whoſe ſuggeſtions he 
flowed, ſenfible that they ſhould 
gage in a very difficult and dange- 
ons affair, if they undertook to an- 
ul their privileges. They thought 
hat the more ſubmiſſive they 
hould be, the more (hould they be 
trampled upon, and that they ought 

o render themſelves formidable by 
me bold ſtep, in order to ſtifle, in 
their birth, the pernicious counſels 
rhich had been — to FER- 
ux AND. wh 
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Accordingly they took reſoluti- 
ons not only too bold, but inexcuſ- 
able on account of their violence. For, 
not content to ſummon the ſtates 
of the kingdom, in order to delibe- 
rate on the proper means of preſery- 
ing the privileges of the country, they 
opened theſe ſtates on the twenty- 
firſt of May, one thouſand fix hun- 
dred and eighteen, without any re- 
gard to the emperor's prohibition; 
and two days after ſent ſeveral lords 
and deputies of towns to the coun- 
cil, in order to make their remon- 
ſtrances. Theſe diſcharged tbe! 

commiſſion with an air not like that 
of ſupplicants. Accordingly their 
petition was not received in the 
manner which they thought the e- 
quity of their cauſe required, which 
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provoked them ſo. highly, that they 
threw out of the windows, as trai- 

tors to their country, count MA R- 

TINITZ, count NAvaTaA, and 

PHILIP: Roy ſecretary of 
moſt 110 3901 


tun ſuch a praceading, the Bo- 
kemians found themſelves engaged 
a-new, to break with FERDINAND, 


becauſe they could hope for nothing 
but by rendering themſelves the 


ſtrongeſt. Accordingly count LA 
Tous. having made them ſenſible 
of the neceſſity they were under to: 
repel force by force, they immedi- 
ately ſent. commiſſions for levying 
troops throughout the whole king- 
dom, This count had been. very ill 
treated. by FERDINAND. from a ha- 
tred to his religion; for he had ba- 
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niſhed him out of Auftria, and de- 


prived him of his eſtate; and the 
count expected no berter uſage when 


FER DꝭIN Au ſhould come to the | 


crown of Bohemia. ' This perſonal 


_ Intereſt greatly prevailed on him to 
raiſe a general inſurrection in the | 


kingdom, and furniſhed him with 


a lively and animated eloquence in 
the ſpeech he made to an affembly | 
which he had ſummoned to meet. 


He repreſented to them the charms 


of liberty to which he invited them. 


Then he laid open to their view the 
toſs of their privileges, and ruin of 


their religion, which they maſt un- 


avoidably ſuffer under a prince go- 
verned by Spaniſh-counſels, and by 
monks, both equally enemies to 
their liberty and religion; under 4 


prince inſpired from his infancy wich 
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1 violent hatred of proteſtants, and 
who ſufficiently diſcovered what mea- 
ſures he would take hereafter, by 
thoſe which he had already taken in 
bis oun dommions, where the ba- 
niſhment of his ſubjects, the ruin and 
deſolation of families, and the con- 
fſcation of lands and goods were 
che only monuments he had raiſed 
w his glory. He coneluded with 
thefe memorable words. Remem- 

ber that no there is room nei- 
ther for repentance, nor for par- 


don. We muſt no longer rea- 


* (on, nor deliberate. We only 


« want concord and ſteddineſs. 


The lot is caſt. we prove vic- 


* torious, 'we ſhall be a juſt, free, | 


© and fovereign people; if ve are 
W © conquered, we thall be traitors, 
© © perjured perfons, and rebels.“ 
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He animated them to that degree 


Jo much the clemency either of the 
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; that they all reſolved on an inſurrec 
tion. They, who diſapproved il © 
ö durſt not diſcover their ſentiments ! 
for fear of being ill: uſed by the ret ite 
Thus it commonly happens that mei 
of a peaceable diſpoſition are carried a 
down with the torrent of a faction 
igt had od moans K 
| Upon *. news of Bis e Dane re- t 
volution, the opinions of the couitſ * 
of Vienna were divided. FERDI- II 


'NAND's cabal. werg for ſeverely pu- 
niſhing the rebels. MAaTTHia: MN" 
on the contrary, thought it proper 
to reclaim them by moderation, and 
by offering them new privileges 


This was alſo the opinion of cardi- 
nal GLESEL, his. firſt miniſter. The il © 
true cauſe of this opinion was not | 
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emperor, or'of the cardinal £ though 
they were both moderate enough, 
s their jealouſy of the Spaniards. 
MATTHIAS could not ſend forces 


command of them to FrRDIN ANB, 


ards, whoſe conduct diſpleaſed him, 

ss he had ſhewn by declaring for 
the new republic of Holland. There- 
bre the emperor, and his firſt mi- 
J niſter, would have greatly wiſhed 
MF to avoid the war: but they could 
not prevent it, nor refuſe the com- 
mand 1 the a to FERDINAND. 
All 1 ey N do u to Limit 
his authority, by giving him a coun- 
eil made up of the creatures of 
t NMarrnras. This diſpleaſed him 
bo much, that at the inſtigation of 


to Bohemia, without giving the 


and that was giving it to the Spani- 
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the Spaniſh  ambafiador, without 


whom he did nothing, he reſolved 
to ruin cardinal GLesz1., whom he 


believed to be the cauſe of the re- 
ſtrictions put upon his authority. In 


effect, after ſome complaints againſt 


the cardinal's conduct, which tend- 


ed to diſcredit him as a man too fa- 
vourable to the heretics, and too 
little concerned for the aggrandiſe- 
meat of the houſe of Auftria, he 
was ſeized in the antichamber of the 
archduke MAxIMILIAx, and im- 


, re to — 


Very ſubmiſſive md were 
made to MAT TH1As for this pro- 
ceeding: but as he loved the cardi- 
nal, and beſides, as the ſeizing of 


the cardinal was a notorious con- 
tempt of his authority, all theſe ſub- 
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miſſions did not pacify him. Whe- 
ther awake or afleep, he was heard 
budly crying that his Gl. ESE muſt 
be reſtored to him. Nay, it is ſaid, 
that, in order to revenge that af- 


© font, he was upon the point of go- 


ing over to the malecontents of 
Bohemia. | Cardinal DIET R1CH- 
;TEIN appea ſed him a little, by 
bringing the king of Bohemia, and 
the archduke MAxXIMILIAN, into 
his chamber, to aſk his pardon, and 
to proteſt that from thenceforth 


they would make no incroachment 


upon the imperial authority. Ne- 
rertheleſs, the ſhort time he lived, 
he paſſed it in continual apprehenfi- 
ons, feeling the judgment of Gop 
upon him, who permitted his cou- 
in FERDINAND to deprive him of 
lat authority, of which he himſelf 


* 
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had deprived | his brother, the em- 


peror Ru pol PH. MATTHIAS died 


on the twentieth of March, one 
thouſand ſix hundred ad nineteen, 


4 Tbe better 10 . how 
the diſorders of Bohemia agitated 


the whole empire, it is fit to know, 


that ever ſince the year one thou- 
ſand ſix hundred and eight, the pro- 
teſtants, oppreſſed in ſeveral places, 
and fearing leſt their / patience 
ſhould bring upon them new hard- 

ſhips, had laid the foundation of a 
particular alliance among ſeveral of 
them for their mutual ;preſexvations 
This was done in the aſſembly of 
Ahauſen, on the fourth of May, one 
thouſand fix hundred and eighteen; 
but the alliance was only concluded 


in the aſſembly of Hall in Suabia. 


ar SS. 


6s TAvus ADOLPHUS: 
The following year this alliance took 
the name of the Union, and the 


princes vvrho entered into it, that of 


Correſpondents. The elector Palatine 
was choſen the "_ of —_ union. 


The —_ Herd met at t Mu- 
nich, made at the ſame time another 
uliance among themſelves, and gave 
it the pompous, title of che Catholic 
League. They choſe for the chief 
of it the duke of Bavaria, a very art- 
ful prince, who well knew how to 
improve the public: calamities to the 
advantage of his own. houſe. Theſe 
two great parties, or if you will, 
theſe two great leagues, obſerved 


each other, without proceeding to 


extremities; but at laſt the troubles 
of Bohemia having taken birth from 


an affair of religion, and the whole 
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empire being pofleſſed either with 
the fears, or the hopes that the ſuc- 


ceſſor of MAT TRHTAS would perſe- 
cute the proteſtants, both the union 


and the league prepared for a war 


"— appeared inevitable. 


But there was this difference be- 
| tween the chiefs of the union, and 


thoſe of the league, the latter act- 


ed with greater prudence and con- 


cord than the former, and fignally 
triumphed over them. The princes 
of the union were not diligent e- 


nough in preparing for war: they 


ſuffered themſelves to be amuſed 


with propoſals of accommodation, | 


they gave the league time to bring 
together great forces, and after that, 
they could no longer brave it. They 


committed the fault which is very 


GUS TAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
common in civil-wars, viz. that 
people endeavour to ſave appearan- 
ces. If a party would fave appear- 
ances, they muſt lie quiet, but if 
they will not lie quiet, they muſt 
puſh things to an extremity, with- 
out Keeping any meaſures. It rare- 
y happens but that otherwiſe they 
are at once both criminal and unfor- 
unate. Let this be ſaid without 
any prejudice to the rights of the 
German princes, who aſſert, that 
it was as lawful for them, with re- 
gard both to their civil and religious 
intereſts, to favour the cauſe of the 
dector Palatine againſt FERDI- 
NAND, as it was for the king of 
France to favour the United-Pro- 
vinces againſt the Spaniards, and 
for the king of Spain to favour ſome - 
times the league againſt the lawful 
TOON S 2 
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heir of the crown, and ſometimes 
the duke of Rohan againſt Lewis 
the thirteenth. But if they had a 


right to ſuccour the proteſtants of 
Bohemia, who took arms againſt 


FERDINAND, they muſt at leaſt 
own that they did them very little 
ſervice. He who gave the moſt 
reputation to the arms of the Bo- 
hemians was ERNEST count Mans- 
feld; who being informed of their 
inſurrection, when he was in Pied- 
mont, in the ſervice of the duke of 
Savoy, eagerly embraced that op- 
portunity of ſignalizing himſelf, and 
offered them his ſervice with two 
thouſand men, whom the duke allow- 
ed him to chooſe out of his troops, 
and maintained till the count arriv- 
ed in Bohemia. He was a brave 


man, who ſought ſuch opportuni- 
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ties in order to raiſe himſelf, and to 
ſubſiſt with ſplendor. He was na- 
tural ſon to PETER ERNESH, count 
Mansfeld, governor of the Low- 
Countries for the king of Spain, and 
had abandoned popery, after having 


made ſeveral campaigns in the em- 


peror's ſervice. He was cordially 
received by the malecontents of 


Hungary, who honoured him with 
the poſt of general of the artillery, 


and he became, with count LA 
Tou, one af the n * 
_ of the e 


The 1 —— which had 
been ſent into Bohemia under the 
command of count Bou quo, there 
exerciſed unheard- of cruelties and 
violences; this ſtill more exaſperated 
the Bohemians, and determined Si- 
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leſia and Luſatia to join them. The 


two parties fought, they beſieged, 


loſt, and took towns ; but it is cer- 


tain, that in the beginning, the im- 


perialiſts had the difadvantage, and | 
that almoſt all the towns of the 
kingdom fell into the hands of the 


male-contents. 


As for the princes of the union, 
they contented themſelves with aſ- 
ſembling at Rottemburg on theTau- 
ber, from whence they ſent depu- 
ties to his imperial majeſty, hum- 
bly defiring him to conſider that all 


the proteſtants of Germany had a 


great intereſt in the affair of Bohe- 
mia, and beſeeching him to recal 
his troops. The affair was brought 
to a negotiation. The archbiſhop 


of Mentz, the elector Palatine, the 
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elector of Saxony, and the duke 
of Bavaria were nominated to make 
that accommodation; but the te- 
dious proceedings, ſo common in 
Germany in affairs of this nature, 
and the death of the emperor Mar- 
THIAS, prevented all redreſs. 


As the houſe of Aufttia pretend- 
ed that the kingdom of Bohemia 
was hereditary, whereas the ſtates 

of the kingdom''maintamed that it 

was elective, MATTHIAS would 
not ſubmit his couſin FERDINAND 
do the election of the Bohemians, 
vhen he made him their king; for 
chat had been to acknowlege the 
uſtice of their pretenſions. Thus 
BE FERDINAND had not obtained the 
crown of Bohemia by election, and 
© conſequently, according to the Bo- 
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the election of an emperor as king 
of Bohemia, they repreſented to the 
electoral college that he could not af: 


garded. He was not only preſen 
at the election, but was alſo choſen 
emperor on the twenty- eighth of 
Auguſt, one thouſand m — V 
and: nineteen; TA fb) 0 


.GUSTAVUS ADOLPH Us. 
hemians, he had no right to it. Folffl 
this reaſon, being informed tha 
FERDINAND had been invited to 


ſiſt t at the diet in that capacity. Butt 


tleſe remonſtrances were not ret 


ah The: pope, the gh of * * fo 
the whole popiſh//party, were fol! 
impatient to ſee FERDINAND upon T 
the imperial throne, becauſe they ſs 
hoped he would deſtroy the prote- Net 
ſtant religion throughout the whole I 
empire, that there was no poſſibili- Nel 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 
ty of deferring the diet which was 
to elect a ſucceſſor to MAT THI As. 
They in vain repreſented, that it 
was neceſſary to wait till theſe diſor- 
ders were ſome what appeaſed. The 

popiſh party took all this for an ar- 

tiice, and imagined that the pro- 
teſtant princes required time only 
the better to concert on the ways 
of excluding the king of Bohemia. 

Whereupon Su rcosp archbiſhop of 
Mentz, one of the principal ſupports 
of the catholic league, ſummoned 
the ele | diet to meet at Franc- 

fort, on the twentieth of July, one 

fMthouſand fix hundred and nineteen,” 
This function belonged to him, both 
s great chancellor of the German 
- Jempire, in the capacity of archbi- 
le chop of Mentz; and as dean of the 
- eectoral college, FERDINAND was: 
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elected emperor, as I have faid, on 


the twentieth of Auguſt following, 
and was crowned a few days after, 


to wit, on the ninth of September, | 


Never perhaps did he find himfclf 


in more perplexing circumſtances 


than the firſt year after the death of 


the emperor MATTHIAs. The 
death of that emperor revived the | 


animoſity of the Bohemians, and 
their diffidence increaſed, as they 
knew that MaTTHrras, who was 
mare inclined to foften than to irri- 


tate affairs, could no longer check the 


reſtleſs humour of FERDINAND, 
In vain he made them advantage- 


ous promiſes, they were not diſ- 


pofed to hearken to them, nor to 
believe that they were any thing 
more than jeſuitical artifices; be- 


GUS TAVUS ADOLPH Us. 
fides, by accepting the amneſty 
which he offered them, they would 
have acknowleged him as their law- 
ful ſovereign ; which was very in- 
conſiſtent - with their pretenſions. 
Moſt of the neighbouring provinces 
followed their example. Sileſia and 
Luſatia had already done it; and 
Moravia did it ſome time after. 

The ates of upper Auſtria re- 
ſolved to keep the government in 
their own hands, till it ſhould be 
decided to whom the ſucceſſion law- 
fully belonged, whether to FeR- 
DINAND, or to ALBERT the bro- 
ther of MAT THIASNH; the lower 
Auſtria was 1o full of male-contents, 
that it would have followed this ex- 
imple, had not the preſence of 
FERDINAND hindered it from re- 
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volting. But neither could his pre- 
ſence nor authority ſtop: the pro- 
greſs of count LA Tou x, who drew 
near the Danube, paſſed that river, 


ſeized on the ſuburbs of Vienna, 


and beſieged the city with great 


hopes of taking it by the correſpon- 


dence he held with ſome perſons 
in it. Happily for FERDINAp, 
count DAMPIER defeated MAxs- 
FELD, Which obliged LA Tov 
to retire. | Though this good for- 
tune was followed by another more 
conſiderable, I mean ction of 
FERDINAND, yet he found him- 
ſelf - plunged in new diſtreſſes; fot 
on one ſide the Bohemians created 
FREDERIC elector Palatine, their 
king, and on the other BETHLEN 


GazoR, prince of Tranſilvania, en- 


tered like a torrent into Hungary, 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS: 


made himſelf maſter of Caſſovia, 
Altenburg, Preſburg, and ſeveral o- 
ther, places; While the Bohemian 
troops commanded by count LA 
TouUR , marching along the borders of 
Auſtria, threatened the capital city, 


and entered Hungary, to Bin the 


prince of Tranfilyania. 


All this * more than ſufficient 
to diſturb a prince of the greateſt re- 
ſolution, and it muſt be owned that 
FrRDIN AND had more merit, and 
poſſeſſed more great qualities, than 
many hiſtorians aſcribe to him, fince 
he was proof againſt ſo many at- 
tacks, and not only acted like 
4 man who was not aſtoniſhed, but 
likewiſe diſſipated all theſe factions, 

and rendered all the enterprizes of 


his enemies vain and fruitleſs, 
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11 I aid not Welt * I men- 
tion theſe things only by way of di- 


greſſion, I ſhould with pleaſure ſet | 


forth all the events which heighten 
the fortune of this prince ; bit as 1 
muſt ſoon return to GusTAvvs, 1 


ball ſpeak of whit followed only fo 


far as it is neceſſary to give my rea- 


ders a diſtin& idea of the ſtate of | 
Germany, when the king of Swe- | 


den entered it. vet! hall do it in 
fuch a manner, that the brevity of 
my narrative may not render it too 
dry, and obſcure the ſeries of the 
events, 


To have a full view of the bad 
poſture of the emperor's affairs, we 
muſt conſider that Bohemia, Sileſia, 
Moravia, Luſatia, and Auftria, had 
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take arms againſt him, while the 


Tranſylvanian BR THLEN GABoR, a 
prince of great-credit at the Otto- 
nan Porte, valiant, courageous, and 
already maſter of the greateſt part 
| Wot Hungary, haſtens, with extreme 
r Mogerneſs to makenew conqueſts, and 
Is on his march to join the malecon- 
tents. . Beſides, we muſt look upon 
be inſurrection of theſe provinces, 
vt as one of thoſe popular commoti- 
ons which baye no conſiderable chief, 
zo diſcipline, nor counſel. They 
vere great provinces, which, after 
having ſhalsen off his yoke, were di- 
tted by wiſe and experienced men, 
vho correſponded with the neigh- 
houring Rates. Provinces which gave 
the command of their troops to fa- 
nous generals, or rather provinces 
rery. conſiderable for their num- 
12 
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ber and forces, which choſe for 


their king one of the firſt princes of 
the empire, young, valiant, ſon- 
in-law. to the king of England, and 
nephew to prince Mau Rlex, who 
was eſteemed a great general, and 
had great power in a flouriſhing re- 


public, at enmity with the Spani- 
ards. Beſides, we muſt conſider, 


that the houſe of Auſtria appeared 
too powerful to ſeveral princes of 
Europe; that France, its antient 
enemy, was not the only ſtate which 
deſired to preſcribe limits to its great 
power; and that the elector Pa- 
latine had accepted the crown of 


Bohemia, with the conſent of the 


proteſtant princes of Germany; 
which ſuppoſes that they would aſ- 
üſt hun, with all their forces, a- 
gainſt an enemy whom they all fer 
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the beginning of his reign, methinks 


*hemia againſt all the rules of pru- 


of the king of England, and for that 
reaſon highly diſpleaſed that ſhe did 
not, bear the glorious title of Ma- 
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ed, being induced to it both by the 
intereſts of their religion, and. of 


By ration all hs diſtreſſes and. 
apprehenſions of FERDINAND in 


I have ſolidly refuted. thoſe who: 
have cenſured the elector Palatine. 
Some have called him. inconſiderate, 
as having aecepted· the crown of Bo- 


dence; others have ſaid that he was. 
ſimple enough to yield to the im- 
portunities of his wife, a daughter 


JESTY., All theſe eenſurers, I ſay, 

are people of a vulgar underſtand- 

ing, who think nothing commend- 
2 
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blame all unfortunate enterprizes. 
Had they any penetration, they 
would find that human prudence 
x, properly ſpeaking, the fport of 
the providence of Gop, who, to 
humble us, and to convince us that 
he is the ſupreme governor of all 


things, very frequently permits that | 


the beſt concerted enterprizes ſhould 
be defeated, and that the moſt rath 
and inconſiderate ſhould ſucceed. 

I will not give-an inſtance of the 
former kind in the enter prize of the 
eleQor Palatine, for I on it muſt 
be ranked among thoſe of a doubt- 
ul iffue. But I believe, when all 
things are carefully examined, it 
will be granted me, that there was 
not more to be feared than to be 
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thing but what a man of courage 
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therefore that this prince did no- 


might haue done, without being 
guilty of imprudence. 80 that e- 
ven if it was granted, that the am- 


bition and pride of his wife contri- 


buted to determine his accepting the 


crown of Bohemia, his conduct 
vould nevertheleſs he commend- 


able, fance it is certain, that if a 
prince may, wit hout raſhneſs, en- 
gage in an<nterprize, when the pro- 
bability of ſucceeding in it, is equal 
to that of failing, and when a crown 
is the prize of the former, much 
more may he do it at the ſollicita- 
tion of his wife, who begs of him 
to give her a rank equal to her birth. 
But in ſpite of all that can be ſaid, 


the world will neuer be perſuaded, 


that a prince, who has loſt all his 
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- dominions for having accepted I ha 
. crown, acted prudently in accept wa 
ing it. He who-regulates his con- kin 
duct according to the appearances of lav 
future events, is not, in the opini fer 
on of the world, a wiſe man, un- am 
leſs beſides he foreſees among future vic 
events, thoſe which happen contra- thi 


ry to all appearances. The world im 


. ridiculouſly imagines that ſucceſsful Ra 
men foreſaw all thoſe caprices of mt 
fortune to which they owed their ch 


ſucceſs, and conſequently: that the thi 
unſucceſsful. are much to be blam- Up 
ed for not having foreſeen thoſe th 
. caprices which defeated their enter- ¶ tu 
ie 2nd od ix wad ie tf 


It was by ſeveral events which 


happened contrary to all appearan- all 
ces, that the elector Palatine | un- al 
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happily failed in his enterprize. It 
was eaſy to foreſee; ſay they, that 
king JAM Esö would affiſt his ſon-in- 
law no otherwiſe than by ſome of- 
fers of mediation, - dy letters and 
ambaſſadors. This is the only ſer- 
vice he ever did to his allies: but 
this is exaggerated; for it was not 

| improbable that a father; notwith- 
ſtanding his pacific temper, would 
make ſome efforts in favour of his 
children; and even if we grant that 
the elector ought to have looked 
upon England as a country loſt to 
the reſt of Europe, and whoſe for- 
tune it ſeems to be not to concern 
itſelf for the oppreſſion of the weak- 
eſt, were there not princes enough 
Wilen from whom, according to 
all — reed he N r 
aſſiſtance? & a 
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Who N {vn 3 tha 
the proteſtants of Germany would 
have abandoned the elector Palatine, 
they, who, under the name of cor- 
reſpongen ts, had engaged from the 
year one. thouſand. fix. hundred and 
nine, to maintain liberty, and the 
proteſtant religion in the empire? 
They, who. believed the De 
was an enemy ta bath? They, in 
ſhort, who having been r 
by FRED ERIC, their chief, in the 
aſſembly held at Rottemburg, on 
the twelfth of September one 


thouſand fix hundred and nineteen, 


anſwered, that he ought to ac- 


cept. the crown of Bohemia, not 


only as being a new dignity, but by 


alſo as. what was 


neceflary for abe 
public good of — and thit 


6 


of tl 
ſet 
Wh 
Frat 
clair 
that 
all E 
the 
ples 
of v 
delic 
with 
whe 
part 
deli 
afte 
er a 
os, 
the 
he 
hat 


GUSTAVUS ABOLPHUS: 
of their allies; and adviſed him to 
et out immediately for Bohemia: 
Who could have believed that 
France, which, in thoſe times, ex- 
claimed. fo loudly againſt princes 
that are too powetful, and ſollicited 
l Europe to make leagues againſt 
the houſe of Auſtria, - would ne- 
zle&t fo favourable an opportunity 
of weakenihg it? Who could have 
believed that Prahee: would fide 


with FERDINAND, againſt | thoſe 


who aimed at depriving him of a 
part of his power? Who could have 
believed that BE THL EN GABOR, 


er all the reputation He Had acquir- 
d, and all the intereſt he had with 
he Turk, would be of no ſervice to 
the Palatine. Let us therefore ſay, 
hat FxED ERIC was deceived by a 


after ſuch fortunate beginnings, af- 
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. ter 1 

moſt wha prudence rn never FEI 

bave ſuſpected it. Let us not be- Boh 

| lieve thoſe who pretend that the va- to t 
| nityof the duke of Bovit.on, his ſe) 

| uncle, Joined with. that of the elec- Ncrov 

| trefs, threw, him into an imprudent I the 

undertaking. They ſay, that the duke lot 

wrote to his friends at Paris, that WW ti%! 
while the king of France was making I 

knights at Fountainbleau, he was ail 
making kings in Germany, Hemight TIC 
$ have ſaid ſas, but gs he was one of wel 
the ableſt men of his age, it is not mia 

| probable that he would have adviſed diff 
his nephew to, accept a crown, if cep 

he ought, in Ae to hex el kon 

ed Af nt 1 151571 Sit: Ila Din he 

CREST 170 | ord: 


Obſerve that I ks peak of hu- Wir 
man and political prudence: I en- mar 
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ter not into the queſtion whether 
FERDINAND was the true king of 
Bohemia, and whether, according 
to the ſpirit of the Chriſtian religi- 
on, the Palatine could accept that 
crown to which he was elected by 
the ſtates of the kingdom. That is 
not the matter in queſtion. The que- 
ſtion at preſent is, whether accord- 
ing to the maxims of an ambition, 
jailed over with the notion of po- 
litical prudence, FREDERIC did 
well to accept the crown of Bohe- 
mia; and after all I ſee no great 
difference between a prince who ac- 
cepts a crown which has been taken 
from a king depoſed, and a. prince 
who makes war on his neighbour in 
order to deprive him of his domi- 
nions. But though the Palatine had 
many reaſons to hope for ſucceſs in 
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found the wiſdom of man. 


fort) he aſſembled the princes or cor- 
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his enterprize, 


it was nevertheleſ; 
unfortunate; ſo true it is that the 


divine prudence is pleaſed to con- 


As ſoon as FaEDERIC was in- 
formed that the ſtates of Bohemia, 
Sileſia, Luſatia, and Moravia, had 
unanimouſly choſen him their king, 
on the twenty-ſeventh of Auguſt, 
one thouſand fix hundred and nine- 
teen, (the very day before Fer DI“ 
NAND was elected emperor at Frank- 


reſpondents at Rottemburg, who, 
as we have already ſeen, adviſed 
him to go to Bohemia as ſoon as 
poſſible, and take poſſeſſion of that 
crown. Neither he, nor the elec- 
treſs his wife, had any averſion to 


it. Accordingly the ceremony off 
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his coronation was only deferred till 
the fourth of November, and that 
of the princeſs till the ſeventh. On 
the twenty- eight of next April, the 
ſtates of the kingdom choſe his eld- 
eſt ſon, being ſix years of age, for 
his ſucceſſor. The imperialiſts were 
not able to keep more than two 
places in Bohemia. Let us now ſee 


by what means FERDINAND ſur- 
mounted all theſe diſtreſſes. 


Religion was his principal ma- 
chine for that purpoſe. He had ap- 
proved his zeal for popery by the 
two methods the moſt pleaſing to 
the people and the clergy; namely, 
by a great devotion for the Virgin 
Mary, the ſaints, relics, and imag- 
es, and by perſecuting the prote- 

ſtants. The firſt thing he did when 
1 
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he ſucceeded his father was to viſit 


the church of our lady of Loretto, 


and there to make a ſolemn vor, 
that even if it ſhould coſt him his 


life, he would exterminate all the 
ſects out of Stiria, Carinthia, and 
Carniola. He engaged in the like 
vow after he was crowned king of 
Bohemia and Hungary; for he made 
a ſhort pilgrimage to an image of 
the Virgin Mary, which is in great 
reputation on the frontiers of Stiria, 
and there he ſolemnly promiſed to 
Gor to purge Bohemia, and the 
adjacent provinces, from the venom 
of hereſy. Several years before his 
death he made a third vow which 
concerned Hungary, and wherein 
he promiſed toemployall imaginable 
means to reduce all that kingdom 
under the obedience of the Virgin, 
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hom he uſed to call generali ima 


in his letters, and in the orders he 


ſent to his generals. 


This ſignal devotion, as the pa- 
piſts called it, or ſuperſtition, accord- 
ing to the proteſtants, was both of 
great ſervice and of great prejudice 
to FERDINAND. He reaped many 
advantages from it for a long time, 
but at laſt it proved very prejudicial 
to thg whole houſe of Auſtria, and 
has rather weakened than ſtrength- 
ened the popiſh party in Germany. 
If after this we ſhould wonder how 
his ſucceſſors came to follow his ex- 
ample, not only with regard to the 


exceſſive worthip paid to the crea- | 


tures, and the ſpirit of perſecution, 

but likewiſe with regard to the blind 
| complaiſance he paid to the monks, 
1 1 
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we ought to conſider, (and then 


our wonder will be over) that the 
monks had the cunning to make 


them believe, that all the bleſſings 


which God beſtows on the moſt au- 


guſt houſe of Auſtria, are the re- 


wards of its zeal for the extirpation 
of the proteſtants, and that all the 
afflictions which Gop- ſends on that 


houſe, proceed from jts not being 


rigorous enough againſt the enemies 


of the church. But this is a mani- 


feſt contradiction : for if the ſeveri- 
ty of the houſe of Auſtria was great 


enough to be rewarded by Gop, the 


indulgence of it could not deſerve 
to be chaſtiſed. But kings and em- 
perors do not much regard this. 


Be that as it will, it is great pi- 
ty that FERDINAND was inſpired 
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with a zeal ſo ſuperſtitious and in- 
human; for it cannot be denied 


that he had great merit, and that 


he ought to be ranked among the 
illuſtrious men of that age. If we 
are not to believe that he deſerved 
all the encomiums beſtowed on him 
by the jeſuit LE Mor MAN, his con- 
feſſor, we muſt not, on the other 
hand, give credit to all that has been 
ſaid in his prejudice by the hiſtor i- 
ans of the contrary party. It is re- 
ported that BETHLEN GABOR ſaid, 
it was dangerous to make war upon 
FERDINAND, becauſe he was nei- 
ther daunted by adverſity, nor daz- 


zled with proſperity. After the co- 


ronation of the Palatine, FE RDI- 
NAND made it appear that he was 
able to do ſomething more than 
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make vows to the V irgin Mary, for 


he uſed a very dextrous policy. 


As his greateſt apprehenſion was 
leſt France ſhould ſend fosces to the 


new king of Bohemia, he ſent count 


FuRSTEMBERG: ambaſlador to the 


French court, and ordered him to 
repreſent, that the deſign of the pro- 


teſtants in Germany was only to ruin 


the catholic religion, and that it 
was hoped his moſt chriſtian ma- 
jeſty would power fully aſſiſt the 


emperor, who was engaged in ſo ho- 
ly a cauſe, - But he was far from re- 


preſenting matters in this light to 


the correſpondent princes. They 
held a famous aſſembly at Nurem- 
berg, a little after the coronation 


of FRE DE RIC, who did not fail to 


be preſent there. Count HokhkEx- 
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ZOLLERN was ſent thither by his 
imperial majeſty, and proteſted in 
his name, that he never had any 
thing ſo much at heart as the pu- 
blic tranquillity, the peace of reli- 
gion, and of the ſtate, and the pre- 
ſervation of the laws. He ſpoke 
afterwards of the affairs of Bohemia, 
and maintained that religion was 


only the pretext of the revolt, and 
that the emperor had no difference 


wich the Bohemians, on that ac- 
count, nor would have any. At 


laſt he exhorted the aſſembly to find 


ways of accommodation, which 
might reſtore peace to the empire, 
in ſuch a manner as might conſiſt 
with the honour of his imperial ma- 
jeſty. 


105 was very artful; for it was 
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imagined that FERDINAND, prompt- 


ed by the jeſuits, aimed only at the 
ruin of the proteſtant religion; and 
yet he intimftes to the proteſtant | 
_ princes that he has no ſuch deſign, 


that religion is no way concerned in 


the troubles of Germany, and that 
he does not deſign to make the leaſt 
attempt upon the liberty of conſci- 


ence. By theſe fine proteſtations he 


lulled them aſleep, fo that they a- 


bandoned the - unfortunate king of 


Bohemia. 


It is true, they did not come at 
once to ſuch a ſtrange reſolution; for 
the anſwer they gave to count Ho- 


' HENZOLLERN made him fully ſen- 


fible that they were aware of his 


artifice, and deſigned to aſſiſt the 
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Palatine; but they did not long con- 
tinue in that reſolution, 


The princes of the catholic 


league meeting at Wirtſburg, at the 


fame time that thoſe of the evange- 
lical union met at Nuremberg, they 
reſolved to raiſe an army which 
ſhould be commanded by the duke 
of Bavaria. This aſſembly at Wirtſ- 
burg was very numerous. There were 
preſent ambaſſadors from the empe- 
ror, agents from the Spaniſh king, 
and deputies from the duke of Lor- 
rain. FERDINAND's ambaſſadors 


were far from ſaying that religion 


was not concerned in the quarrel, 


they ſtrongly inſiſted on the contra- 


ry. So that one of the chief affairs 
which were laid before this aſſem- 
bly, was the preſervation of the ca- 
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tholic religion, threatened on all 
ſides with utter ruin. This was as 
artful a conduct at leaſt as that of 
declaring to the proteſtants that re- 


ligion was not concerned in the 


quarrel, and that the emperor had 
no deſign to meddle in ſo tender a 
point: for moſt of the members 
of the catholic league being either 
prelates or abbots, when FERDI- 


NAND perſuaded them that the pro- 


teſtants intended to deſtroy the Ro- 
miſh church, he affected them in 


the molt ſenſible manner: — thus 


FERDINAND intereſſed them in 
his cauſe by all that was deareſt to 


them, namely, by the fear of loſing 


a temporal and ſpiritual empire, 
which brought them great revenues, 
and-made them lead a moſt delici- 
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The correſpondent princes, alarm- 
Jed at the great levies made by the 
W catholic league, ſent a deputation 
soo the duke of Bavaria, to acquaint 
him of their inclination to a peace, 
and preſented to him a long deduc- 
tion of their ſentiments and demands. 
The duke anſwered ; they replied ; 
and he alſo replied in his turn. There 
paſſed on both ſides complaints, re- 
proaches, juſtifications, proteſtati- 
ons, and, in general, whatever is 


which precede, or accompany, the 
firſt acts of hoſtility, The reſult 
was that the catholic league made 
prodigious armaments, and artfully 
amuſed the princes of the evangeli- 
cal union, who were content to be 
on their guard, | 
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We ſhall: ſoon ſee the effect of 


FERDINAND's embaſſy to the court 
of France. As to the embaſſadors 


whom he ſent to CHRISTIAN the | 


fourth, king of Denmark; and to the 
duke of Brunſwic, they obtained all 
that their maſter could reaſonablyex- 
pect, ſince theſe princes promiſed to 
keep a perfect neutrality, The am- 


baſſadors whom he ſent to Italy ob- 


tained of the pope conſiderable ſup- 
plies of money, beſides the troops 
ſent by ſome Italian princes, and 
two levies made in Sicily and the 
kingdom of Naples. FERDINAND 


had ſo well perſuaded the world that 
his cauſe was the cauſe of the 


church, that we may wonder the 
pope did not publith a cruſade a- 
gainſt the correſpondents, 
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 Tk%now not whether it was ow- 
ing to the addreſs of this prince, or 
to the ſtupidity of tht court of 
France, that the French loudly de- 
clared for him. But at leaſt it is 
certain that there never was a con- 
duct more .impolitic than this. 


France and the houſe of Auſtria had 
long been upon ſuch terms, that they 


took all advantages of each other, and 
it was then only ten years ſince the 


death of HENRY the fourth, When 
he was ready to begin a war, the de- 
ſign of which was to reduce both 


the emperor and the king of Spain 
to a very low condition. That war 
had long been deſigned, and all the 
neceſſary preparations had been made 


for it. France had alſo, for a long 


time, openly ſupported the United 
X 2 
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Provinces of the Low-Countries, 


which had ſhaken off the Spaniſh 
yoke. The Spaniards had not been 


wanting on their fide, and had like | 


to have ruined the French monar- 
chy, in the time of the league. In 


Hort, no nation in Europe had more 


reaſon than France to weaken the 


houſe of Auſtria; and yet the French 
neglected the fineſt opportunity of 


doing it, and not content to do that 


houſe no prejudice, they rendered a 
ſignal ſervice to it, ſince they were 


the principal cauſe of the treaty of 


Ulm, which diſarmed the corre- 


ſpondent princes, and ruined the af- 


fairs of the Palatine. The French 
boaſt of that overſight, which was 
a notorious and unpardonable blun- 
der in politics. They have ſaid that 
France aſſiſt ed the emperor for the 
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love of religion. People muſt ſay 


ſomething to juſtify their faults, and 


cover them, if poſhble, with the 
cloke of religion. But on whom 
would they impoſe? If popery was 
the cauſe why the French would 
not aſſiſt the king of Bohemia, why 


did they favour the Dutch, why 


did they make a league with the —_ 
of Sweden ? 


What is moſt probable is, that 


the emperor's ambaſſador arrived: at 


Paris in the reign of a favourite 
who.had meditated the ruin of Cal- 
viniſm. It is not certainly known 
whether the addreſs of the Spani- 
ards, who, at that time, had many 
creatures at the court of France, 
whom they retained in good pay, 
inſpired. the conſtable pe LuyNxzs 
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with the deſign of attacking the 


Huguenots; or whether he derived 
that deſign from the hopes he con- 
ceived that by ſignalizing his mini- 


ſtry by an enterprize extremely a- 


greeable to the monks and the rab- 
ble, he ſhould blot out the remem- 


brance of the low and mean arts by 


which he hag riſen to favour. But 
however that may be, he it was | 
who kindled the civil wars which | 
raged in France under the reign of 
Lewis the thirteenth. He had alrea. 
dy broached this deſign, when Ft R- 
DINAND ſent to demand aſſiſtance 
from the king of France, He had 


_ obſerved that the emperor repreſent- | 


ed the quarrel between him and the 
new king of Bohemia, as an affair in 
which religion was concerned, and 


that the duke of Bou iLLON had not 
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defeated this artifice, when he wrote 
to LRus the thirteenth, that the ca- 
tholics enjoyed all manner of liber- 
ty in the dominions of the malecon- 
tents, and therefore that the ein- 


peror deceived him, when he af- 


firmed that they deſigned to ruin 
his religion. Upon this the con- 
ſtable had either honeſty, or ſimpli- 
city enough to believe that it was 
not fit to aſſiſt Heretics abroad, 
while he perſecuted them at home. 


Some have ſaid that he engaged 
in the deſign of ruining the affairs 
of the Palatine, becauſe the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador had promiſed that his 
brother ſhould be married to the 
heireſs of CHAULNEs, who was 
then at the court of the Infanta. 
Whatever might have been the 
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cauſe of this conduct, it is certain 


that by his means it was reſolved 


that France ſhould favour the cauſe 
of FERDINAND. This was adding 


a ſecond fault to the former, for 
he had done very wrong to under- 


take the ruin of the Huguenots, By 
the treaty of Ulm he ſhewed that 


he was entirely ignorant of the prin- 
ciples which had guided the French 
politics for many years. 5 


The treaty of Ulm was conclud- 
ed on the third of July one thouſand 
fix hundred and twenty, by the 
duke of ANG6OULESME, count BE - 


THUNE and Mr DE CHATEav- © 


NEUF ambaſſadors extraordinary 
from France. By this treaty it was 
agreed, that the catholic league 
might act and undertake againſt Bo- 


— A, nb OE honed 


fro 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS., 


hemia and the provinces incorporat- 


ed with that kingdom, whatever 
they thought proper, and that the 


evangelical union ſhould not be al- 
lowed to make any oppoſition in 
favour of the Bohemians and their 
confederates. The princes who com- 


poſed that union muſt have been. 


ſtruck with ſtupidity; for they ſign- 


ed this treaty, which was certainly 


one of the greateſt. blows to ruin 
the elector Palatine and raiſe the 
fortune of the ; emperor. 


To this may be added two others 5. 
the firſt of which was the truce con- 
cluded with BETHLENGABOR, and 
the ſecond the formidable armies. 
levied by the emperor, and com- 


manded by the moſt experienced 


generals in Europe. As for the 
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truce, we muſt know that the arch- 
duke CHARLES, brother to the em- 
peror FERDINAND, having been 
driven out of his biſhopric of Bre- 
flaw, when Silefta ſhook off the I 
yoke, retired to the court of the 
king of Poland, his brother-in-law, 
and obtained his permiſſion to levy | 
ten thouſand men, who did the 
emperor great ſervice ; fox. Homo- | 
{ 


NAT, an Hungarian baron, headed 
them, entered into Upper Hungary, 
defeated RAGOTSK1, general of 
| BEeTHLEN GABOR's army, and ve- 
ry much contributed to the conclud- 
ing of a truce for ten months be- 
tween the emperor, and the prince 
of Tranſilvania. During this truce, | 
FERDINAND's troops, freed from 
a great trouble, applied wholly to | 
reduce the provinces which had } 
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- withdrawn their obedience from the 
emperor. And as theſe troops were 
very numerous, and had that affair 
only to execute, it isnot ſurpriſing 
that they ſucceeded, nor muſt we 
praiſe ſo. much the devotion of 
FERDINAND, as if in this affair it 
had wrought miracles; for ſure any 
other man, without being acquaint- 


ed with the Holy Virgin, ar St. Ig- 


natius, might have done the like 
exploits, had he been in the ſame 
circumſtances with FERDINAND, 


.. Beſides the army of the catholic 
league, which was in Suabia, con- 
fiſting of thirty thouſand men, at 
the ſame time that the emperor pu- 
bliſhed the ſentence of proſcription 
againſt FREDERIC *; I ſay, beſides 


* Onuhe 25th of February 1620. 
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this army, 'the command of which 
the duke of Bavaria gave to TII- 
LY, a general of great reputation, 


the king of Spain ſent the emperor 


five thouſand horſe, and twenty 


thouſand foot, without reckoning 
the levies which he ordered count 


OcGNnaATE, his ambaſſador at Vien- 


na, to make for the emperor in the 


ſtates of Italy, and in Auſtria, The 
king of Poland ſent the emperor 


five thouſand Coſſacks, and ſeveral 


Italian princes furniſhed him either 
with money or ſoldiers. The troops 


commanded by count Bud O in 
Hungary, drew near the revolted 


provinces, as ſoon as the truce was 
concluded with BETHLEN GABOR, 
greatly preſſed the Bohemians on 
the fide of Lower Auſtria, and de- 
feated them in ſeveral engagements. 
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At the ſame time, HomoNA1 en- 
tered Moravia and Sileſia, and ra- 
vaged theſe countries, and count 
DAMPIERRE purſued the troops 
of count LA Tous as far as Bohe- 


mia, 


This being the ſtate of affairs 
when the princes of the evangelical 
union promiſed by the treaty of Ulm 
to ſuffer thoſe of the catholic league 
to do whatever they thought pro- 
per in favour of FERDINAND, and 
againſt the elector Palatine, it was 
humanly impoſſible but that the em- 
peror mult entirely ruin that unfor- 


tunate prince who was king of Bo- 


hemia. We · muſt not forget that 
the king of Spain ſent the mar- 
quis SpINoLA with an army of 
twenty-five, or thirty thouſand men 
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into the Palatinate, where notwith⸗ / 


ſtanding the reſiſtance of the cor- 
reſpondent princes, he made him- 
ſelf maſter. of a great many places, 
Nor muſt we forget that the elector 
of Saxony, though a proteſtant, took 


upon him to execute the imperial 


ban againſt Bohemia, and attacked 
Luſatia, at the ſame time that the 
duke of Bavaria was marching againſt 
PF&EDERIOY! > 5 0 07 4001 


In ſuch a ſituation of affairs, this 


duke cauld not doubt of the ruin 


of Fx p ERIC. Nevertheleſs being 
very politic, he judged that he muſt 
uſe great diligence, leſt he ſhould 
loſe this opportunity by ſome unex- 
peed change. Therefore as ſoon 
as the treaty of Ulm was ſigned, his 


army advanced to Auſtria, and 
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laid waſte the whole country in ſuch 
a manner, putting the peaſants to 
ſword and ſetting the houſes on fire, 
that the cities were terrified, and 
deſpairing of their ſafety, returned 
to their obedience, and ſubmitted 


to the diſcretion of the conqueror. 
Afterwards the duke of Bavaria hav- 


ing joined Buquor, they reſolved —_ _ 


to carry the war into the heart of 


Bohemia, and march directly to 
Prague, ſince FREeDE RIC truſting 


to the promiſes of the Tranſilvani- 


ans, whoſe truce with the emperor 
would ſoon expire, refuſed to reſign 
his crown. They actually entered 
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